Genesis -- A Bible Survey – 2008
Part One: In the Beginning

1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3
· In your opinion, what is the most important book in the Bible? Why?
· Do you know what the word, Genesis, means?

· What do you think public schools and secular scientists think about the Book of Genesis?  Why do they think that way? 

· What do you think about the Book of Genesis?

· The Book of Genesis is the key to scriptures, the foundation of our faith foundation.  Discuss our foundational texts

2.  All New Testament theology is rooted in the events of Genesis

· Read these New Testament scriptures, describe the Genesis example and the Christian doctrine it explains:

· Hebrews 11:3

· Hebrews 9:22
· 1 John 3:1

· Hebrews 11:5-6

· Matthew 19:4-6

· Based on what you have read so far, can a person really believe in Christian Doctrine if they don’t believe the Book of Genesis?  

3.  Genesis uses specific language to show God’s literal meaning
· Read Genesis 1:1-8, 9-13, 14-19
· Were these literal or symbolic days?  Based on what you just read, how do you know?

· Read Genesis 1:20-23, 24-28, 29-31

· Explain (using what you just read) why non-Christian, non-Jewish cultures have seven day weeks

· Why do we have weekends?  Who invented them and why?

· Read Genesis 2:1-3 
4. Questions?
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Part Two: The Main Creation Story
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3
· Do you know what the word, Genesis, means?

· What do you think public schools and secular scientists think about the Book of Genesis?  Why do they think that way? 

· Name one case in Genesis where God uses specific language to show that the interpretation of Genesis is a literal interpretation.

· The Book of Genesis is the key to scriptures, the foundation of our faith. Name a Christian, New Testament doctrine that is found in Genesis.

2.  The Change of Focus

· Read Genesis 2:1-6 – ask yourself these questions and try to explain:
· Why do you think the story being retold in verse 4?
· Do you note a change in tone or perspective?  What is it?
· What is missing from Creation that God seems to need here?
· Genesis 2:7

· Read Genesis 2:8-9, 10-14, 15-17, 18-20, 21-25 – Consider:
· Was man made in the garden?  What does this say about males?
· What did the garden lack materially? What New Testament doctrine does this speak to? Philippians 4:19
· Geographically speaking, where was this garden located?
· What was man’s job? What does this suggest about male responsibility in society?  

· Is this creation “all good?” What finally made it good?
· Where does the woman come from and where is she formed?  What does this say about females?

· What is the woman’s job?  Does that make her inferior to man?  Does that make her “subservient?”  What does it make her?

· Are women supposed to work? Proverbs 31:10-16, 22-27
· What does Jesus call the events in vs. 22-25? Matthew 19:4-6

· What is the basic law of the garden? Is this a test?  What is the benefit of this “law?”  How does it help mankind?
· What is it called when man breaks God’s law?  1 John 3:4
· How would man’s sin reveal God’s love for man?

· Romans 5:13, 19-20 and 8-10
· How is God’s love and grace revealed in Genesis 2?  

3. Questions?
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Part Three: The Fall
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3
· What does the word, Genesis, mean? Why is the first book of the Bible so important to a Christian?
· Name a New Testament doctrine that is found in Genesis.

· Where was the first man made?  What was his job?

· Where was the first woman made?  What was her job?

· What was the capstone of Creation that made all of Creation good?

· Genesis 2:18, 21-25

· If you were the Devil, what part of Creation would you focus your attacks on in order to ruin Creation, to make God’s Creation not good?
2.  The Enemy’s Strategy
· Genesis 3:1-5 – What is the serpent trying to do with his questions? Who is he trying to make look like a liar?
· Genesis 3:6 – What does the woman think sin will do for her?

· Genesis 3:7-8 – Who was deceived?  Why did Adam do it?  

· When did the consequence of their action take place (After who ate)?  Why do you think?

· What was the immediate consequence?

· What did their guilt cause them to do?

· Genesis 3:9-13, 14-19 – Why is God calling them?  Doesn’t He know everything?  What is God trying to get them to do?

· What did Adam and Eve do when they finally get confronted by their sin? What relationships were affected by this sin?

· Discuss the consequences for the people involved

· Genesis 3:20-21 – What is this for?  (Hebrews 9:22)

· Genesis 3:22-24 – What is happening here? 

· What is the Christian’s Tree of Life?  Revelation 2:7
3. Questions?
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Part Four: Two Brothers
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3
· What does the word, Genesis, mean? Why is the first book of the Bible so important to a Christian?

· Name a New Testament doctrine that is found in Genesis.

· Why did the serpent tempt Adam and Eve? What is his goal?

· What did Adam and Eve do immediately after they realized what they had done?

· Who did Adam and Eve blame for their mistake?

· What was the consequence of their sin for their children?

2.  The First Two Brothers  

· Genesis 4:1-2; 3-5 – Who taught Cain and Abel to sacrifice?
· Why was Cain’s sacrifice rejected?  Hebrews 9:22
· Genesis 4:6-7 – What is God trying to get Cain to do?

· Genesis 4:8 – Why did Cain kill his brother?  John 15:18,  James 4:1-3 

· Genesis 4:9-15 – What Christian principle does this speak to?

· John 15:12,  I John 3:10-16   

· Genesis 4:16 -- What does “Nod” mean? How is his situation like some backsliders and rebels you know?
3.  The Destiny of Mankind
· The ungodly lineage: Genesis 4:17-18, 19-24
· The Godly remnant: Genesis 4:25-26
4. Questions?
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Part Five: Those Boring Genealogies
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3
· What does the word, Genesis, mean? Why is the first book of the Bible so important to a Christian?

· Why did Cain kill his brother Abel?

· What happened to the lineage of Cain?

· Whose lineage became the lineage of the Godly—those who prayed to God?

2. The Book of Genealogy

· Genesis 5:1-2 -- What is a “genealogy?”  Why are genealogies so important to the Bible?

· Some interesting things you will discover: obscure facts, interesting names, time between events, time as an explanation for unexplained events, the Messiah’s pedigree

· Genesis 5:3-5, 6-8, 9-11, 12-17, 18-20, 21-24
· What was Adam’s age when Seth was born? What was Adam doing all that time?  What does that explain about “Cain’s wife?”

· What obscure New Testament fact occurs in this genealogy?  Jude 14-15
· Genesis 5:25-27 – What is interesting about Methuselah?

· His name means literally “when he dies, there’s a dart” or “a sending forth”, basically, “when he dies it will come forth” – Why? What?
· What New Testament doctrine does this refer to?  2 Peter 3:9
· Genesis 5:28-32 – why would Noah be a comfort to them?

· Why don’t we see the genealogy of Cain here?

· Do the math – how long from Adam to the flood? How would you solve this math problem?
3. Questions?
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Part Six: The Warning
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3
· What does the word, Genesis, mean? Why is the first book of the Bible so important to a Christian?

· What is a genealogy? Of what value are Old Testament genealogies to a Christian?

· How many children did Adam and Eve have?

· Name some interesting people in the lineage of Seth. What made them different than the other families on the earth?

· Who was the first man to be raptured by God?

· What happened to Cain’s lineage?

2.  The State of the Earth

· Genesis 6:1-4 – What do you think is being described here?  
· Genesis 6:5-8 – Why would this information be important to a Christian?  Luke 17:26-27
· Who is different? Why?  Hebrews 11:7
· Read and Discuss:

· Genesis 6:9-10
· Genesis 6:11-13
· Genesis 6:14-16
· Genesis 6:17-21
· And what did Noah do? Genesis 6:22
· But aren’t we saved by GRACE? Why did he do this?  James 2:17-24
· We need to consider the lesson of Noah’s example as God warned previous generations to do:  Ezekiel 14:12-14   Matthew 24:36-42
3. Questions?
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Part Seven: The Great Disaster Strikes
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3
· What does the word, Genesis, mean? Why is the first book of the Bible so important to a Christian?

· Who was Enoch? Enoch is a type of kind of “Last Days” person?

· What was wrong with the earth in Noah’s Day?

· Why was Noah different?

· Who were Noah’s sons?

· Who had to die before the flood struck?  Why?

2.  God’s Final Commands
· Genesis 7:1-3 – How are these instructions different than Genesis 6:19?  Is this a Bible discrepancy????  Hebrews 9:22
· Genesis 7:4 – Would a loving God do this?  II Peter 3:5-9
· Genesis 7:5-6 – Note Noah’s age. For the rest of mankind, what was the age limit God set for life span?

· Genesis 7:7-12 – Do you know what verse 11 means?  What modern day disaster resembled this?  Luke 21:25-28
· Genesis 7:13-16 – Who shut the ark?  Matthew 25:10
· Genesis 7:17-20 
· Genesis 7:21-24 – note two things: The word “all” and how many days did the flood last?

· The story of the Flood prepares us for the Last Days – Luke 17:26 -- Discuss all the parallels you can think of 

· Are you ready?
3. Questions?
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Part Eight: The Deliverance
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3
· What does the word, Genesis, mean? Why is the first book of the Bible so important to a Christian?

· Why did God destroy the old world with the flood?

· How many of each type of animal was brought to the ark?

· How long were the floodwaters covering the earth?

2.  Noah’s Deliverance – God’s Spirit over the floodwaters 
· Genesis 8:1 – How would this scripture comfort the Christian?                                 Psalm 105:42, 106:4, John 14:16-18 – Note the Holy Spirit reference, what is one of the symbols of the Holy Spirit?
· Genesis 8:2-5 – Note the time spans here

· Genesis 8:6-9 – This explains the extra birds! Why was the raven maybe a bad idea?  Why would the dove be better?

· Genesis 8:10-12 – What is the dove telling Noah?  The dove symbolizes what?  Matthew 3:16  Noah’s flood is described as an anti-type (imitation) of water baptism in 1 Peter 3:20-21 

· What is one work of the Holy Spirit?  John 16:13
· The Holy Spirit was present over the water to help Noah: Genesis 1:2
3.  Noah’s Deliverance – God the Father’s command

· Genesis 8:13-14, 15-19 – where have we heard this before?

· Genesis 1:28, Mark 16:15
4.  Noah’s Deliverance – God’s Lamb offered as a sacrifice
· Genesis 8:20 – Why?  Hebrews 9:22
· Genesis 8:21-22 – The seasons are signs of God’s new covenant

· We will get the details of God’s New Covenant with Noah in Genesis Chapter 9 next week

5. Questions?
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Part Nine: Covenant and Contempt
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3
· What does the word, Genesis, mean? Why is the first book of the Bible so important to a Christian?

· Why did God destroy the world with a flood?

· Why was Noah spared?

· How was God’s Holy Spirit present with Noah at the flood?

· What did Noah do as soon as he emerged from the ark? 

2.  God re-establishes His Covenant

· This section establishes the “Noahide Covenant” – there is actually a religious group called the Noahide Movement that uses this covenant as the basis for their religious beliefs (they are Christ rejecters) – All of the “righteous Gentiles” (non-Jews) living up until Jesus’ day, were saved by either converting to Judaism or entering into the Noahide covenant with God 

· Genesis 9:1 – Where have we seen this before? Genesis 1:28
· Genesis 9:2-4 – What is being said here? Acts 10:9-16
· Genesis 9:5-6 – What is God saying is the correct penalty for murder? 
· How is it that “liberals and humanists are in rebellion against God?
· Christian judges are NOT supposed to let criminals back into the street if the criminal is guilty. Jesus could forgive sins because He paid the penalty for them. The penalty needs to be paid. If a criminal owes a debt to society, the judge is not being Christian by releasing the criminal – unless the judge wants to pay the penalty for the criminal like Jesus did!  

· Genesis 9:8-11 – The world is as evil today as it was in the days of Noah --How will the world be destroyed next time? 2 Peter 3:10-12
· Read Zechariah 14:12 – What is being described here?

· Genesis 9:12-17 – The Rainbow
3.  Contempt for the Covenant

· Genesis 9:18-19 – Note Noah’s descendents

· Genesis 9:20-23 – Noah is misusing the symbol of the covenant (wine) – a type of greasy grace! Why do you think he gets drunk?

· What is the differing response of his three sons?  Why?  Ephesians 6:2-3
· Genesis 9:24-27 – Why does Canaan get cursed instead of Ham?  Think about the consequences of rebellion against God and who suffers when a parent backslides

· Note the different blessings on the other two sons

· Genesis 9:28-29 – remember, ages are important! Noah will live to see the tower of Babel and to bounce a little baby named Abram on his knee!

4. Questions?
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Part Ten: Hard to Pronounce Names and Boring Lists!!!!
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3
· What does the word, Genesis, mean? Why is the first book of the Bible so important to a Christian?

· What is the first thing Noah did after the Ark settled on dry ground?

· What is the Noahide Covenant?  Who could be saved under the Noahide Covenant? How long did this covenant last? Or when did it get superseded?

· What did it say about eating meat? Capital punishment?

· Who were the sons of Noah?

2.  The Genealogy of Noah

· Genesis 10:1-5 – Noah’s three sons and their children populated the earth and established the original nations – note the names of Japheth’s children – do any of them correspond with Bible place names?

Jonah 1:3       Revelation 20:7-8
  Genesis 10:6-7
· A new type of man is introduced here – a type of the “Mighty Ones” that lived before the flood:  Genesis 10:8-12
· What did Nimrod do to make a name for himself?
· Note the places: Babel (Babylon), Erech (Iraq) and Ninevah (Saddam Hussein’s family is from the place where Ninevah existed)

· Genesis 10:13-14

· Genesis 10:15-20 – What was the name of the Jebusite capital?

· Judges 19:10-11    Numbers 13:29
· Gaza still exists; Sodom and Gomorrah are still infamous.

3. The Genealogy of Shem

· Genesis 10:21 -- Shem is the bloodline of Abraham, the Hebrew people, the Jews and, eventually, the Messiah – we get the word “Semite” from his name, referring to a Jew, and the word “Anti-Semitic” for a person who hates Jews

· Genesis 10:22-31

· Why do we get an explanation for Peleg’s name?  What does it mean?

· Genesis 10:32 – there is that word “divided” again. What does it mean?
· Deductive Reasoning. How long from Noah’s Flood to the Tower of Babel story in the next chapter? In the Chapter 10 genealogy we have another clue as to the timeline of events. Count the generations from Noah to Peleg. We do not have ages here so we can make an estimate based on the knowledge we have already learned from our Bible – we know no one lives past 120 years anymore and that genealogy in verse 1 is another term for “the generations of.” Today, in the post-flood era, a generation is equal to approximately 20 years (example: “Baby boomer generation” are those born 1945-1964) and would usually have children between the ages of 20-40 (Abram and Sarai were well past child-bearing age in their 90s. Using 30 as the average age for this group to have children, about how long after the flood was Peleg born?
4. Questions?
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Part Eleven: The Tower of Babel
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3
· What does the word, Genesis, mean? Why is the first book of the Bible so important to a Christian?

· Who were Noah’s three sons?

· Which one is the one through whom came the lineage of the Messiah?

· In the Chapter 10 genealogy, whose name is explained?  Who was it and why was his name explained?

· What does his name mean?

· About how many years from the flood to “the division?”

2.  Nimrod’s City

· Genesis 11:1 – Why would this be true?

· Genesis 11:2-4 – What is their plan?  What are they trying to do?

· Why would this be against God’s Will?

· Who is their leader?  Genesis 10:8-10

· What is the purpose of the tower?

· Genesis 11:5-7 – Why does God need to “come down?” What other city does God destroy that He wanted to “check it out first?”

· What is the reason for this?  2 Peter 3:9    
· Genesis 11:8-9 – Whose name corresponds to this event?

· Why does God oppose Man’s Unity?  How is this story prophetic?  

· Revelation 13:1-3, 8, 16, 17:1-6, 18:1-4, 11, 15-16, 21, 24

3.  Shem’s People 

· Genesis 11:10-21, 22-25, 26-28, 29-30, 31-32
· Who was still alive when Abram was born?

· Who did God call to Canaan?

· Who went all the way?  Why did Terah stop?

· How did Abram’s problem almost stop the plan of God? 

4. Questions?
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Part Twelve: The Call of God
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3
· What does the word, Genesis, mean? Why is the first book of the Bible so important to a Christian?

· What were the people trying to do at the Tower of Babel?

· Why did God oppose them?

· How did God judge the Tower of Babel?

· God had a plan for some of Shem’s descendents, what was it?
· Who did God call to Canaan and who went all the way?

2.  Abram, called by God
· Genesis 12:1-3 – What is Abram’s specific calling? (What two things does God want him to do?)
· How is this like the way Jesus challenges the Christian to follow Him?  Matthew 8:19-22, Matthew 10:37-39
· How are verses 2-3 prophetic?

· Genesis 12:4-6 – Why did Abram wait so long to depart from Haran? What family matters may have been holding him back? (Hint: Why Lot went with him)
· Genesis 12:7-9 – Do you know what Bethel means? ______________
· To whom does God promise the land to?
· Can you guess where Abram is headed to in the Promised Land?
· Genesis 12:10 – Explain how this is a test for Abram. 
· 1 Thessalonians 2:4 – Why does God test us AFTER He calls us?
· Determine how Abram handles his test:
· Genesis 12:11-13, 14-16 – What are we discovering about Abram?
· Proverbs 3:5, James 4:13-15
· Genesis 12:17-20 – Whose fault is it that all this happened? Why? 
· How does this fulfill the prophecy in verse 3? 
· Despite his flaws, Abram did obey God in faith: Hebrews 11:6, 8
3.  Questions?
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Part Thirteen: The Meaning of Conflict 
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3
· What does the word, Genesis, mean? Why is the first book of the Bible so important to a Christian?

· What was Abram’s calling? How is it like ours?

· Why did he wait so long to leave Haran?

· Why does God test us AFTER we decide to obey Him?
2.  Family Problems
· Genesis 13:1-4 – Remember what Bethel means?  

· “South” is Negev
· Genesis 13:5-6 – Who is Lot?  Why is he with Abram?
· What is their conflict?  Why is this ironic?  

· Genesis 13:7     James 4:1-2
· Who is “in the land?”  Why is this important to our story?  John 13:34-35
· Genesis 13:8-9 – Why is this ironic?  What Christian concept is embraced by Abram’s reconciliation of this matter?  Matthew 5:38-44 
· Genesis 13:10-13 – Does Lot’s choice surprise you?  What does it say about his heart?  What is the hidden consequence of his selfish choice?

· I Timothy 6:9-10    

· Abram’s secret blessing is I Timothy 6:6
· Genesis 13:14-18 – Why is Abram able to hear from God now?

· What is the promise?  Does this remind you of another scripture involving separation and blessing?  What is it?  

· 2 Corinthians 6:17-18 (note the words of covenant here) 
· Why does Abram “build an altar” there?

3.  Questions?
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Part Fourteen: The War for Souls 
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3
· What does the word, Genesis, mean? Why is the first book of the Bible so important to a Christian? 

· What was Abram’s specific calling?

· Who was Lot?

· Why do you think Abram felt compelled to take Lot along with him? 

· What kinds of problems did Lot cause Abram?

2.  The First World War on Record

· Genesis 14:1-4, 5-9 – Who chose to live in the area where this war takes place?  Genesis 14:10-12

· What kind of fighter is the King of Sodom?

· Take heed to this story – what does God value more, people or things?

· Genesis 14:13 – If you were Abram, how would you respond to the news of his misfortune?     I Corinthians 10:6, 11-12      Galatians 6:1-2                    James 5:19-20  

· Genesis 14:14-16
3.  Sanctifying the Blessing

· Two Kings and two Kingdoms greet Abram on his return from battle -- Genesis 14:17, 18-20
· Why does Abram do this for Melchizedek?  Genesis 28:20-22
· Who IS Melchizedek and where is he from?  Hebrews 7:1-8
· Genesis 14:21 – How does the King of Sodom’s offer contrast with what just happened with Melchizedek?  James 4:2-3                                            What is the King of Sodom after?  I Peter 5:8  
· Genesis 14:22-24 – Note Abram’s response, what did Abram do to make sure God got the glory for blessing him?  Hebrews 7:4
· What do we call that today?     Hebrews 7:8       Malachi 3:10-11                     Luke 6:38         2 Corinthians 9:6-8
· Why should people give to the ministry of the gospel?

4.  Questions?
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Part Fifteen: God’s Vision of Grace 
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3
· What does the word, Genesis, mean? Why is the first book of the Bible so important to a Christian? 

· What was Abram’s specific calling?

· What happened to Lot after he left Abram? How did Abram respond to Lot’s troubles?

· Who was Melchizedek? 

· Is God more interested in souls or stuff?

· How do we know that Abram valued people more than stuff?

· Explain the concept of “giving the tithe.” 

2.  The Promised Blessing     

· Genesis 15:1 – After what things? How is this a reward for faithfulness?

· Genesis 15:2-3 – How is Abram trying to make the promises of God come to pass?  Proverbs 14:12
· Presumption is the sin of trying to get in front of God by trying to “figure Him out” and “help Him along” so you can get the promises of God when and how you want them!  Presumption is a sin of the carnal believer who has put God into a box…   Psalm 19:12-13  
· Genesis 15:4-6  –  Faith=Righteousness  -- James 2:20-23
· Genesis 15:7-11 – Abram has a legitimate question. How does God tell him to get an answer?  
· What do you think the vultures represent?  Matthew 13:3-4, 18-19
· Genesis 15:12-16 – Why do you think God spoke to Abram now?

· What Bible events are prophesied here?  Exodus 3:7-8
· What does God mean by His line about “the iniquity of the Amorites?”           2 Peter 3:9 

· Genesis 15:17-21 – What do the smoking oven and burning torch represent?  Exodus 13:21-22   Acts 2:1-4    John 16:13
· God concludes with this “new covenant” – what makes it different than the previous one?
· How does our covenant with Christ expand the geographic boundaries even further?  Matthew 28:19   Acts 1:8
3.  Questions?
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Part Sixteen: The Way that Seems Right to Man but Ain‘t
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3
· What does the word, Genesis, mean? Why is the first book of the Bible so important to a Christian? 

· In Genesis 15, how did God promise to reward Abram for his faithfulness to God’s calling?

· What did Abram have to do to get a confirmation from God?

· Malachi 3:10

· What is the sin of presumption? Psalm 19:12-13
Deuteronomy 18:20-22
   Proverbs 14:12
2.  A Very BAD Idea
· Genesis 16:1-2 – What is Sarai thinking?

· What is Abram thinking?  How was this a sin of presumption?

· Where did Hagar come from? How is this ironic?

· Genesis 16:3-4 – How is this already backfiring on Sarai?

· This is why polygamy and multiple marriages are so wrong!  Mark 10:2-9

· Genesis 16:5-6 – Is this right? What caused this whole situation?
· Genesis 16:7-12 – God does not blame the child (Ishmael) but promises to bless him and his descendents – How? 

· How has this been fulfilled in our day?

· Who are Ishmael’s descendents?
· Abram made a mistake here that would pose lasting problems for his descendents all the way until today -- How is that?  Psalm 83:1-8
· In the Church we are called to walk not according to the flesh but according to the spirit. In Galatians, Paul uses this story to contrast the difference between living the Christian life in the Spirit (trusting God; doing it God’s Way) and trying to live the Christian life by the works of the flesh (doing it OUR way instead of God’s way) – Galatians 4:21-31
· Despite this bad situation, Hagar still sees God at work: Genesis 16:13-16
· We are supposed to see God’s Hand at Work even when we are in conflict with the brethren, so repent and trust God – Philippians 4:4

3.  Questions?
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Genesis -- A Bible Survey – 2008
Part Seventeen: A New Name and the Cutting of the Flesh
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3
· What does the word, Genesis, mean? Why is the first book of the Bible so important to a Christian?   Hebrews 7:1-2,4   Genesis 14:18-20
· In Genesis 16, what was the sin of presumption committed by Abram? Why is this presumption? Whose idea was it? What was she thinking? 
· Why is polygamy such a bad idea?  What does God say about it?

· Who was born as a result of Abram’s presumptuous sin? What was prophesied about this child?

· How do we know that Hagar still saw God in the midst of this unrighteous situation?

2.  A New Name

· Genesis 17:1-3 – What do “walk before me” and “be blameless” mean?

· Note Abram’s response -- Why does God talk to Him?

· Note the age – How many years have elapsed since the previous chapter?  That makes Ishmael how old?

· Genesis 17:4-8 – This is a repeat of previous promises but with a twist – What is God doing that is different?

· What does a new name represent? Give a New Testament example
· What do you think is different about Abram/Abraham this time compared to previous encounters that cause this name change?

· What has Abraham finally “crucified?”  Galatians 5:24
· Genesis 17:9-14 – Circumcision means “a cutting around”

· What does circumcision represent?  Romans 2:28-29
· Genesis 17:15-19 – Why does Sarah receive this new name?

· What is Abraham’s hang-up in vs. 18? 

· Note God’s response in Genesis 17:20

· Genesis 17:21-22 – Note who the child of the covenant is – What does that mean?

· Genesis 17:23-27 – Why were all of the men circumcised?

· Joshua 24:15 -- Remember that principle, Christian!  1 Timothy 3:1-5
3.  Questions?
Pastor Tim and Sue Moynihan     -    The Potters House     -    1-760-477-3901    -    spiritranger@hotmail.com
Genesis -- A Bible Survey – 2008
Part Eighteen: The Visitation
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3
· What does the word, Genesis, mean? Why is the first book of the Bible so important to a Christian?   Hebrews 7:1-2,4   Genesis 14:18-20
· Why does God give Abraham a new name in Genesis 17? 

· What had changed inside of Abraham?
· What does Abraham mean?  What does Sarah mean?
· Why did Sarah get a new name also?
· What does circumcision remind Abraham about?
· What kind of “circumcision” do Christians receive?  Romans 2:28-29
2.  God in the Flesh

· Genesis 18:1-5 – Who is this? 

· How does Abraham recognize them? John 10:14
· The theological term here is a theophany – do you know what that means? There are several in the Old Testament
· What event in Genesis 17 triggers this appearance?  John 14:21 

· Genesis 18:6-8 – Christians are instructed to do this! Hebrews 13:2
· Genesis 18:9-10, 11-12 – What is Sarah doing here?

· Genesis 18:13-15 – Why does Sarah deny it? How does the man know what she did? Luke 9:47  

· Genesis 18:16-21 – Why is Abraham entrusted with this information?

· In what way is the Christian entrusted with the exact same kind of information?

· Genesis 18:22 – How many men leave?

· Genesis 18:23-27 – What is Abraham trying to do here? What does Abraham probably already know about Sodom? 

· Genesis 18:28-32, 33 – Note what Abraham does at the end here, how is this good doctrine for a Christian? 

3.  Questions?
Pastor Tim and Sue Moynihan     -    The Potters House     -    1-760-477-3901    -    spiritranger@hotmail.com
Genesis -- A Bible Survey – 2008
Part Nineteen: God Judges Sin
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3
· What does the word, Genesis, mean? Why is the first book of the Bible so important to a Christian?   Hebrews 7:1-2,4   Genesis 14:18-20
· What is a theophany?
· Who visits Abraham in Genesis 18?
· How do you know this is not an ordinary man?
· How did this visitor shock Sarah?
· What information did the Lord share with Abraham at the end of Genesis chapter 18? Why did He do this for Abraham? 
· What did Abraham do with this information?  Ezekiel 22:30 

2.  A Picture of God’s Judgment against Man’s Rebellion

· Genesis 19:1-3 – Why is Lot “sitting in the gate?”
· What does he seem to know about Sodom that visitors don’t?

· Genesis 19:4-11 – What are these men trying to do?

· What do you think about Lot’s offer? What does the blindness represent?

· What is the real problem with the Sodomites?

· Romans 1:22-32      Ezekiel 16:49-50
· Genesis 19:12-14, 15-22 – What is Lot’s problem here? 
· Genesis 19:23-26 – What is the sin of Lot’s wife?  Why should a Christian take heed?  Luke 17:28-32  
· Genesis 19:27-29 – Why does “God remember Abraham?”
· Genesis 19:30-35, 36-38 – Why does this happen?  Luke 11:24-26
3.  Questions?
Pastor Tim and Sue Moynihan     -    The Potters House     -    1-760-477-3901    -    spiritranger@hotmail.com
Genesis -- A Bible Survey – 2008
Part Twenty: Man’s Unbelief, Man’s Repentance and God’s Grace to Heal 
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3
· What does the word, Genesis, mean? Why is the first book of the Bible so important to a Christian?   Hebrews 7:1-2,4   Genesis 14:18-20
· God destroyed Sodom, why? What was their sin?
· How did Sodom’s men respond to the presence of God in the form of the two angels?
· What was Lot’s overall problem?  How did it affect his deliverance?
· Why and how was his wife judged? 
· What disturbing event came about as a result of Lot’s unbelief? 
2.  A Cycle of Unbelief

· A strange story but one that foreshadows tremendous Christian truth --  

· Genesis 20:1-2 – Where have we seen this before?  What trouble did it cause before?  What is Abraham’s problem? Romans 7:18-24 

· Genesis 20:3-4 – Who is Abimelech?  Genesis 26:1                                      
· Why does God speak to him?

· What event in Genesis 19 might be causing Abimelech to answer God the way he does in verse 4?

· FYI: Philistine History – read Genesis 10:14   Deuteronomy 2:23
· Genesis 20:5-7 – Why does God make this threat?  Genesis 12:3
· Genesis 20:8-10 – Abraham’s deceitfulness is a bad testimony!
· 2 Corinthians 4:2

· Genesis 20:11-13 – What is Abraham doing that we do all the time to justify our unbelief?

· Genesis 20:14-16 – Abimelech wants God and Abraham to recognize that his repentance is genuine – Luke 19:1-2, 7-10
· Genesis 20:17-18 – Why does God heal Abimelech? 

· James 5:16    Luke 8:48
· Why is this healing so ironic? Luke 4:23-27
· This story of grace should encourage Christians who struggle with unbelief!

3.  Questions?
Pastor Tim and Sue Moynihan     -    The Potters House     -    1-760-477-3901    -    spiritranger@hotmail.com
Genesis -- A Bible Survey – 2008-09
Part Twenty-One: Promise and Conflict
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3
· Why is the first book of the Bible so important to a Christian?  Give an example.   Hebrews 7:1-2,4   Genesis 14:18-20
· Who is Abimelech? Who are his people?

· How does Abraham deceive him and cause problems?

· A suspicion I have about the Philistines and their eternal conflict with the Israelites is that they never forgot the hypocrisy of Abraham and his descendents!

· What did the Genesis Chapter 20 story reveal about Abraham? What did it reveal about the grace of God?

2.  The Visitation of God
· Genesis 21:1-4 – The promise fulfilled! Do you know what the name “Isaac” means?  Why did they name him this?

· Why was he circumcised on the eighth day? Why would God pick that day?

· Genesis 21:5-8 – What does “weaned” mean? What would this day signify?

· Genesis 21:9-13 – who was scoffing?  Why?  Why is Abraham displeased?  Who caused this mess?

· What promise is made here about Ishmael?

· Genesis 21:14-21 – Why does God hear Ishmael’s voice? Hint: What does Ishmael’s name mean? What does God do for Hagar? Why is this story significant?  Genesis 16:11-13-14
· Genesis 21:22-24 – Why does Abimelech feel the need to do this now?  How is it that Christians need to guard their testimony with unbelievers?       Matthew 5:33-37
· Genesis 21:25-31 – How is Abimelech behaving a little self-righteously here?  What do the wells represent?
· Genesis 21:32-34 – What does the tree represent?  

· Key Thought: Beersheba is the southernmost part of the Holy Land! 
3. Questions?
Pastor Tim and Sue Moynihan     -    The Potters House     -    1-760-477-3901    -    spiritranger@hotmail.com
Genesis -- A Bible Survey – 2008-09
Part Twenty-Two: The Test of Faith
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3
· Why is the first book of the Bible so important to a Christian?  Give an example.   Hebrews 7:1-2,4   Genesis 14:18-20
· What was the conflict in Abraham’s house after Isaac was born?

· What does the name Ishmael mean? Why?

· What does the name Isaac mean? Why?

· Who are the descendents of Ishmael?

· Who are the descendents of Isaac?

· How did Abraham establish his dominion in the land? (Hint: he planted two things that represent fruitfulness)

· Who threatened that dominion and how?

2.  The Test of Faith

· Genesis 22:1-2 – What New Testament Christian principle is Abraham being tested on here?  Luke 14:25-27
· Does God believe in human sacrifice?  What would Abraham learn about God’s love from a test like this?  Romans 5:6-10
· Genesis 22:3-4 – Why is Abraham so quick to obey?  John 14:15
· Genesis 22:5-8, 9-10, 11-14 – Can you think of a way God provides one of the sacrifices you give for the Kingdom?

Haggai 2:8      Philippians 4:19      Luke 6:38      Mark 10:28-31
· Genesis 22:15-19 – Remember, with every step of increased faith and obedience, God has added to the promise for Abraham’s life. What was added to the original covenant promise here?

· What are Christians expected to sacrifice today?  Romans 12:1  

· Discuss these two ideas and give examples from the Christian life:

1. Sacrifices are evidence of submission and faithfulness to God. 

2. Sacrifices reveal our convictions and priorities. 
· Now consider James’ words to the Church in James 2:14-24
· Genesis 22:20-24 – Why is this information important? Hint: Notice there is a woman’s name in this list.  Can you find it?
3. Questions?
Pastor Tim and Sue Moynihan     -    The Potters House     -    1-760-477-3901    -    spiritranger@hotmail.com
Genesis -- A Bible Survey – 2008-09
Part Twenty-Three: The Real Estate Deal
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3
· Why is the first book of the Bible important to Christians? Give examples.

· What did God command Abraham to do in Genesis 22?  Why?

· What actually happened?

· What principles of the Christian life are illustrated by this story?

James 2:14-24        Romans 12:1
2.  The Perpetual Land Deed
· Genesis 23:1-3 -- Based on this information, how old was Isaac? Genesis 17:17
· Do you know who the Sons of Heth became? Genesis 10:15, 15:18-21
Genesis 23:4-9 – Why would Abraham want to pay for this land after the Hittites offered to give it to him? Didn’t God already give it to him? Proverbs 22:7   Genesis 14: 23   
· Think:  What do we appreciate more, things we get for free or things we work hard and sacrifice to buy?
· Genesis 23:10-16 – What Christian scripture/principle do you see here?

· Matthew 6:21

· Genesis 23:17-20 – Some thoughts on the Land Deed Principle:
· God gave Abraham this prophesy about the future of his descendents in the land–Genesis 15:12-16. The land deed ensures that the people will return as God promised!

· Think: When a person purchases land, who owns it after they die?
· God has made this land a sign to all of his faithfulness to Abraham and his descendents  -  Jeremiah 32:6, 9-11, 14-15, 42-44

· In the late 1800’s, the Zionist Jews began to return to Palestine in an effort to re-establish the Jewish state. Do you know how the Jews acquired most of the land that became the modern State of Israel in 1948?
· Prophetically, God is not done with this land!  Ezekiel 37:21-22
3. Questions?
Pastor Tim and Sue Moynihan     -    The Potters House     -    1-760-477-3901    -    spiritranger@hotmail.com
Sent up to here to Iraq brothers 2-21-09
Genesis -- A Bible Survey – 2008-09
Part Twenty-Four: The Search for a Soul-mate
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3
· Why is the first book of the Bible important to Christians? Give examples.

· How old was Isaac when his mother died?

· What people did Abraham purchase the field of Ephon from?
· What was the purpose of the purchase?

· For what immediate use?

· For what reason did he pay money when it was offered for free?

· For what prophetic purpose?

2.  The Search for a Soul-mate

· Genesis 24:1-6, 7-9 – What is the purpose of the servant’s journey?

· Why is Abraham adamant that Isaac not go with the servant? Think: Remember the problems Abraham with his family in Haran.

· Why does the wife need to be from the same family? 

· 2 Corinthians 6:14-15

· What test is given to ensure that she is the right one? Ephesians 5:22
· Genesis 24:10-14, 15-21 – Why is the servant so shocked?
· Genesis 24:22-28 – Why does the man worship here?
· Note: Who arranged all this? How is this so unlike relationships today?

· Doesn’t Isaac need to meet the woman first to make sure she is right for him? Why or why not? Genesis 2:22
· Genesis 24:29-31 – Who is Laban? Remember this man.

· Genesis 24:32-41, 42-44, 45-49 – Why does the servant give this testimony to these people? What is he trying to secure here?

· Genesis 24:50-51, 52-55 – What is going on here that is NOT good?
· What Christian principle is being ignored here?
· Matthew 10:37-38, Mark 10:28-30
· Genesis 24:56-60, 61-67 – Why was Isaac comforted by his wife?

· Proverbs 31:10

3. Questions?
Pastor Tim and Sue Moynihan     -    The Potters House     -    1-760-477-3901    -    spiritranger@hotmail.com
Genesis -- A Bible Survey – 2008-09
Part Twenty-Five: The Competition for Birthright
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3
· What was the mission Abraham sent his servant on in Genesis 24?

· Why was Isaac’s wife selected from the women of Haran?

· How did God arrange it so the right woman was selected?

· Who was Rebekah’s brother?  What did he try to do?

· Did Isaac like his bride?  How do you know? 

2.  Abraham’s Family and the Nations
· Genesis 25:1-6 – Why did Abraham send these other sons away?

· What do you think happened to them?  Do you recognize any of their names? Some of their descendents will appear again (Exodus 3:1, Matthew 12:42)
· Genesis 25:7-11 – Why do you think Isaac and Ishmael buried Abraham?

· Do you recognize the name of Isaac’s neighborhood?  What does Beer Lahai Roi mean? Genesis 16:13-14
· Genesis 25:12-16 – What prophesy was fulfilled here?
· Genesis 25:17-18 – Note the location of his people
· Genesis 25:19-21 – Where have we seen this problem before?

· Isaiah 54:1
· Genesis 25:22-26 – Note the meaning of the two names

· Genesis 25:27-28 – What is the potential conflict here?

· Genesis 25:29-34 – What is the major difference between these two sons? 

· God is looking on our heart to see what we value – Luke 16:10-11
3. Questions?
Pastor Tim and Sue Moynihan     -    The Potters House     -    1-760-477-3901    -    spiritranger@hotmail.com
Genesis -- A Bible Survey – 2008-09
Part Twenty-Six: Like Father, Like Son 
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3
· Why is it so important that a New Testament Christian know the book of Genesis?  Give some examples why.  

· Who is Keturah?  Name one of her sons that became a great nation.

· Who buried Abraham? Who received the inheritance?
· Name Isaac’s two sons. What do the names suggest about them?
2.  Duplicate Deception
· Genesis 26:1-2 – Why the warning about Egypt and where have we seen Abimelech’s name before? Genesis 20:1-2
· Genesis 26:3-5 – Why is God going to bless Isaac?
· Genesis 26:6-11 – What do you think the Philistine people think of the testimony of God’s people?  Ezekiel 25:15
3.  Establishing Dominion
· Genesis 26:12-16, 17-22 – What is happening here? What do the wells represent? Note the names of the wells.  

· Genesis 26:23-25 – Why do you think God appears to Isaac now? What did Isaac do? What motivated him to do it?

Matthew 17:14-21    Luke 6:38     Galatians 6:9-10    Luke 10:1, 17-20
· Genesis 26:26-33 – How do we know that Isaac has won a victory here in establishing dominion? 

· We must do the same!
· But there is one place Isaac has neglected to establish dominion – can you guess where?  Genesis 26:34-35   1 Timothy 3:1-5
· Next week: Family Conflict

4.  Questions?
Pastor Tim and Sue Moynihan     -    The Potters House     -    1-760-477-3901    -    spiritranger@hotmail.com
Genesis -- A Bible Survey – 2008-09
Part Twenty-Seven: Family Competition  
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3
· Why is it so important that a New Testament Christian know the book of Genesis?  Give some examples why.

· What happened between Abimelech and Isaac that was “like father, like son?”

· Wells were one method of marking a person’s ownership of land in ancient times -- What did the Philistines do to oppose Isaac’s claim to the Promised Land?  What did Isaac do in response? 

· What did Esau do that was a “grief of mind” to Isaac and Rebekah? 

2. Competition for the Birthright

· Genesis 27:1-4 – What kind of blessing are we talking about here? Why is Esau called and not Jacob? (Two reasons)

· Genesis 27:5-8, 9-10 – What is going on here? Why is Rebekah doing this? 

· Genesis 27:11-13 – Why would Jacob go along with this?                        Genesis 25:31-34  

· Although this is a deceitful plan, what good thing did this say about Jacob’s heart? Luke 16:10-11 

· Genesis 27:14-17, 18-23 – Do you think Isaac was really fooled?
· Genesis 27:24-25, 26-29 – Notice this blessing. Is it only a material inheritance or something more?  Where have we seen some of these words before?  Genesis 12:3
· Genesis 27:30-33 – Note the last words and consider the meaning for the Christian in Romans 11:29 
· Genesis 27:34-38 – Remember Esau’s previous attitude about the birthright? Hebrews 12:16-17
· Genesis 27:39-41 – Esau’s bitterness reveals his unrighteous spirit:  

Luke 12:13-15    Matthew 6:14-15
· Genesis 27:42-46 – What secret motive of Rebekah’s is revealed here? 

· Rebekah had selfish motives for causing this situation. She thought her scheming would bring her peace. Do you think it did? Well consider this fact: She would never see her favorite son, Jacob, ever again…
· Proverbs 14:1, 12
3. Questions?
Pastor Tim and Sue Moynihan     -    The Potters House     -    1-760-477-3901    -    spiritranger@hotmail.com
Genesis -- A Bible Survey – 2008-09
Part Twenty-Eight: Exile  
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3
· Why is it so important that a New Testament Christian know the book of Genesis?  Give some examples why.

· Hebrews 12:16-17 – Who is the “Esau” described in this New Testament book? How would you know?
· How did Jacob steal Esau’s blessing?

· How did Esau “lose the blessing” before Jacob “stole it?”

· What did the blessing consist of that was so important? 

· Do you remember the two reasons Rebekah had for wanting to send Jacob away?

2. Encounter at Bethel

· Genesis 28:1-2, 3-5 – Why does Jacob need to go to Laban’s household to find a wife? 2 Corinthians 6:14-15
· Why is Isaac’s prayer here so important? What does it contain in it?

· Genesis 28:6-9 – What is Esau trying to do? Why? 

· Hebrews 12 describes Esau as a person with a root of ________ (what?) 

· Genesis 28:10-12 – What is Jacob really dreaming about?  John 1:51
· Genesis 28:13-17 – Where have we heard these kinds of words from the Lord before? Genesis 22:15-18
· House of God in Hebrew is Bet (house) El (God)

· Genesis 28:18-22 – Bet El becomes the English word, Bethel
· What do the stone and the oil represent?

· What is verse 22 talking about?  This is before the law so where would Jacob have gotten this idea from?  Hebrews 7:1-4
· Next week: Life with Laban

3. Questions?
Pastor Tim and Sue Moynihan     -    The Potters House     -    1-760-477-3901    -    spiritranger@hotmail.com
Genesis -- A Bible Survey – 2008-09
Part Twenty-Nine: Meeting His Match  
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3
· Why is it so important that a New Testament Christian know the book of Genesis?  Give some examples why.

· Hebrews 12:16-17 – Who is the “Esau” described in this New Testament book? How would you know?

· Why was Jacob sent away from his home?

· What was the blessing he received from Isaac? How did Esau react?

· What does “Bethel” mean? 
· What did Jacob see there? What did it represent?  John 1:51
· What did God promise Him there? What did Jacob vow to do there? 

2. Jacob’s Matches: Laban, Leah and Rachel

· A play on words—Jacob meeting his match in the “Confidence Racket” (Laban), his match-up (Leah) and his match made in Heaven (Rachel)

· Genesis 29:1 – Where is this? Why are they “people of the East?”
· Genesis 29:2-3, 4-9 – Is this a coincidence? What story does this remind you of?  Genesis 24:10-15 – Jacob knew where he was going, he knew the way, followed it and God blessed him for it - John 14:4-6
· Genesis 29:10-12, 13-14 – Remember this guy? What problem did he almost cause Abraham’s servant over Rebekah?
· Genesis 29:15-20, 21-25 , 26-30 – Note: Do you see the irony in verse 26 regarding the blessing on the firstborn? What is ironic about it?
· Jacob has been fooled just as he had fooled his own father!
· Genesis 29:31 – Where have we seen this before? Isaiah 54:1
· Genesis 29:32-35 – Do you foresee a problem brewing here? What is it?
· Think about Chapter 29 for a moment – what or who is missing?

· Jacob is still living by his wits… and failing to get ahead!  Proverbs 3:5-6
3. Questions?
Pastor Tim and Sue Moynihan     -    The Potters House     -    1-760-477-3901    -    spiritranger@hotmail.com
Genesis -- A Bible Survey – 2008-09
Part Thirty: Too much family drama  
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3
· Why is it so important that a New Testament Christian know the book of Genesis?  Give some examples why.

· In John 1:51, Jesus refers to a ladder upon which angels ascend and descend – How do we know what he is referring to?  Genesis 28:10-12

· In the last chapter, Jacob journeyed east and ended up at a certain well – who did he meet there? Why did he know to go to this particular well?

· Who did Jacob end up working for? 

· How was he tricked into marrying Leah before Rachel? 

· How was this ironic?
· What is Rachel’s medical problem?

2. Rivalry in the ranks
· Genesis 30:1-5 – Rachel is making unreasonable demands on her husband. Is this a good thing? Proverbs 21:19
· Where did we see this solution tried before? Genesis 16:1-2
· What was the result then?  
· Genesis 30:6-8 – What is Rachel doing?

· Unnecessary family drama is a curse on a household: Proverbs 17:1
· This is one reason why God does not approve of polygamy, it was never his design: Mark 10:4-9
· Genesis 30:9-13, 14-21, 22-24 – Jacob’s sons became known as the patriarchs for whom the 12 Tribes of Israel are named – Acts 7:8
· Can you guess which tribal names are still missing from this list? 
· Genesis 30:25-27 – Laban is always trying to get people to stay – Remember the story of Rebekah and Abraham’s servant? Why? Is that?
· Genesis 30:28-33, 34-36, 37-43 – How did Jacob trick Laban here? How is that scientifically possible? How did it happen then?

· Does Jacob appear to call out to God very much here? 

· Why does it appear that God is still with him then? Hebrews 13:5
· And so God will be with us if we have faith to enter into the call of God for our life!
3. Questions?
Pastor Tim and Sue Moynihan     -    The Potters House     -    1-760-477-3901    -    spiritranger@hotmail.com
Genesis -- A Bible Survey – 2008-09
Part Thirty-one: The Great Escape
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3
· Why is it so important that a New Testament Christian know the book of Genesis?  Give some examples why.

· Acts 7:8 mentions the Patriarchs. Who were they? How do we know about them? From what book?

· There was much rivalry in Jacob’s Family. Explain why.

· What is polygamy? Is it part of God’s plan? How would you know?

· Jacob acquires certain livestock from Laban. How do we know God is still with him?  

2. Escaping Entanglements

· Genesis 31:1-3 – There are two revelations here to help Jacob determine his next move with God. Can you see them?
· Notice how family relationships can create entanglements that hinder a person from fulfilling the call of God for their life.

· Genesis 31:4-9, 10-13 – Can you see the New Testament doctrines revealed in the miracle of the speckled rams. Name them.

Hebrews 13:5      Philippians 4:19

· Genesis 31:14-18, 19-21 – What does verse 19 tell us about Rachel and her father, Laban?  2 Corinthians 6:14-18
· Genesis 31:22-24, 25-30 – Laban knows Jacob is in the will of God!

· Genesis 31:31-32, 33-35 – Rachel uses that old excuse here!

· Genesis 31:36-42 – This is a great confession of faith Jacob makes while rebuking Laban.  How is this a lesson for the Christian who appears to be getting “the short end of the stick” from unbelievers?  Romans 8:28
· Genesis 31:43-50 – Note the name differences in verse 47 – can you guess why?  

· Genesis 31:51-55 – The sacrifice here and breaking of bread is the key to their covenant. What do they represent? How are they the key to our covenant with Christ?  Luke 22:14-16, 19
3. Questions?
Pastor Tim and Sue Moynihan     -    The Potters House     -    1-760-477-3901    -    spiritranger@hotmail.com
Genesis -- A Bible Survey – 2008-09
Part Thirty-two: Divine Confrontation
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3
· Why is it so important that a New Testament Christian know the book of Genesis?  Give some examples why.

· Acts 7:8 mentions the Patriarchs. Who were they? How do we know about them? From what book?

· What were the two things that confirmed to Jacob that it was finally time for him to leave Laban and return to the Promised Land?

· How did Jacob’s two wives feel about that?

· What did Rachel steal from her father before leaving him? What did that say about the spiritual life of Laban and his daughter?

· When Laban finally catches up to Jacob and his family, why doesn’t he try to make them return with him?

· Jacob and Laban make a covenant and Jacob sacrifices to God. What symbols of the Christian covenant are present here?
2.  Expecting the worse

· Genesis 32:1-2 – looks like a good start…
· Genesis 32:3-5 – looks like a great way to reconcile with his brother – as in Matthew 5:23-25
· Genesis 32:6-8 – Think: Did Jacob have any idea what Esau’s intentions might have been?  What is wrong with this thinking? 

· Consider/Discuss: Numbers 13:30-32, Mark 16:5-8, 2 Timothy 1:6-7
· Genesis 32:9-12 – 1 Peter 5:6-7
· Genesis 32:13-21 – What is Jacob’s problem? What is fear causing him to jeopardize?

3.  The Wrestling Match – one of the greatest battles in history!
· Genesis 32:22-24 – Who is the Man? How do you know?

· Genesis 32:25-30 – Have you ever wrestled with God before? Explain

· This represents the surrender of Jacob to the Will of God

· What does the name change mean? 2 Corinthians 5:17
· What does the hip injury represent?  Acts 9:3-4, 8-9; Matthew 21:44
· Genesis 32:31-32 – Why would they maintain such a strange tradition?

4. Questions?
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Genesis -- A Bible Survey – 2009
Part Thirty-three: Reconciliation
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3
· Why is it so important that a New Testament Christian know the book of Genesis?  Give some examples why.

· Acts 7:8 mentions the Patriarchs. Who were they? How do we know about them? From what book?

· When Jacob returns to the Promised Land,
· What does he do to mollify his brother, Esau? What Christian principle is related to that? 
· What leads him to believe his brother Esau wants to kill him?

· After Jacob is left alone he has some time to spend alone,
· Who wrestles him? What is he really wrestling with?

· What had to happen for Jacob to prevail with God?

· What is Jacob’s name changed to? What does it mean?
2. The Crossing
· Genesis 33:1-2 – Can you guess why they are put in this order?

· Genesis 33:3 – This is Jacob’s way of honoring Esau. Matthew 5:23-25
· Do you know what the number 7 represents?

· Genesis 33:4-7 – Why does Esau act this way?

· Jacob’s fears were basically unfounded!  Remember: Matthew 6:33-34 and 2 Timothy 1:7
· Genesis 33:8-11 – Acts 20:35, Matthew 5:43-45
· Genesis 33:12-15 – It seems as if Jacob is trying to distance himself from his brother, Esau, can you think of any reasons why this might be?

· Genesis 14:23, Jeremiah 17:5-6, 2 Corinthians 6:14
· Genesis 33:16-19 – Notice the purchase of land—this is a type of redemption—1 Corinthians 6:20.  When God’s people “conquer” the Promised Land in the future they are laying claim to land that was actually purchased by the patriarchs! This is true of the modern State of Israel, as well. The Zionists purchased much of the original land—redeemed it—from Palestinian Arabs who willingly sold it to the Jews!
· Genesis 33:20 – Why does Jacob do this? Is he sacrificing more than he had in the past? Why might that be?
3. Questions?
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Genesis -- A Bible Survey – 2009
Part Thirty-four: An Unrighteous Justice
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3
· Why is it so important that a New Testament Christian know the book of Genesis?  Give some examples why.

· What was Jacob going to do to ensure a righteous reconciliation with his brother, Esau?  

· When Jacob prepared to cross over the Jordan into Canaan, he put his family caravan in a certain order – What was it?  Why that order?

· When Jacob and Esau come face to face, Esau behaves in an unexpected way – how?

· Why do Jacob and Esau separate again at the end of Chapter 33?

2.  The Dinah Incident

· A little background – In Genesis 33:17-19, an indeterminate period of time goes by – it could be many years! 

· Genesis 34:1-2 -- This is one of the most unfortunate stories in the Bible— when an unrighteous act is avenged by deceit.  Explain the phrase, “Two wrongs don’t make a right.”

· How old is Dinah? Why would she have decided to wander by herself among the Hivites?

· Genesis 34:3-7 – Why is this a problem for Jacob’s sons?            Deuteronomy 22:20-21,28-29   2 Corinthians 6:14-15, 17 

· How old are Jacob’s sons by now? (Guesstimate)
· Genesis 34:8-12 – Is Shechem righteous?  Romans 2:14-16
· Genesis 34:13 – Are Jacob’s sons righteous?  Romans 12:17-19
· Genesis 34:14-17 – Jacob’s sons are giving Shechem a chance to make a nominal, ritualistic conversion to their beliefs – Why is this wrong?
Galatians 5:2, 6    Philippians 3:3-4
· Genesis 34:18-24 – Are Shechem’s people righteous?

· Genesis 34:25-27, 28-29 – Jacob’s sons are out of control –                    Romans 10:1-3
· Genesis 34:30-31 – What is Jacob’s problem now?

1 Timothy 3:1-7     Hebrews 12:14    Colossians 4:5
3. Questions?
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Genesis -- A Bible Survey – 2009
Part Thirty-five: Personal Revival and Sanctification
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3
· Why is it so important that a New Testament Christian know the book of Genesis?  Give some examples why.

· How many years passed from the time Jacob and his family enter the promised land to when the Dinah Incident (Massacre at Shechem) took place? How might you “guesstimate” that?
· What happened to Dinah that led to the incident at Shechem?

· How did Jacob’s twelve sons react? What was wrong with their reaction?  Romans 12:17-19
· How were Shechem and his people righteous? Romans 2:14-16
· What problems were created for Jacob by the actions of his sons?                    1 Timothy 3:1-7     
2.  A Difficult Transition
· Genesis 35:1 – Remember Bethel?  What does Bethel mean? Who met God there?
· Genesis 35:2-4 – What is happening here to Jacob? What is he doing with his family that Christians must do?  

1 Timothy 3:4-5  Revelation 3:19
· Genesis 35:5-8 – This altar is a “reference point” – someplace that reminds us of our past vows and the things God had done for our life.
· Note the memorial to Deborah. A reference point is a memorial.
· Genesis 35:9-15  -- Why do you think God can speak to Jacob again?   Hebrews 12:14   
· Genesis 35:16-20 – This is a tough reference point – Rachel dies when Benjamin is born – Do you know what the two names, Ben-Oni and Benjamin, mean?
· Genesis 35:21-22 – This is treated like a minor event but it will cost Reuben his future inheritance!  Remember, Christian: Ephesians 6:1-3   Hebrews 12:14-17
· Genesis 35:23-26 – And these 12 became the what? Acts 7:8
· And why do we need to know this?  Revelation 7:4-8  
· Genesis 35:27-29 -- Compare Genesis 27:1-2 with verse 28 – Note Isaac’s age. Isaac was old when Jacob left him 40 years earlier but he is really old but still alive and kicking when all of this recent drama was going on!
3. Questions?
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Genesis -- A Bible Survey – 2009
Part Thirty-six: The Genealogy of Esau (A Break) 
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3
· Why is it so important that a New Testament Christian know the book of Genesis?  Give some examples why.

· Acts 7:8 Who are these patriarchs? How do we know? Genesis 35:23-26
· Who was the last child born to Jacob and Rachel? What happened at his birth that caused Rachel to name him, “Ben-oni” (Son of my Sorrow)?
· How did Reuben lose his inheritance?  Who dies at the end of Chap. 35?

2. Esau’s Descendents
· Chapter 36 transitions to the next generation, to Joseph. However, Esau’s descendents, despite their backsliding, still have a prophetic destiny in the future of God’s people. We see their future in this chapter.
· Genesis 36:1-8 – Genealogies are boring, so why are they in the Bible? And why should we study them?

· What nation did Esau become?  Do you know where it is today?

· Esau married a daughter of Ishmael named Basemoth (vs. 3). This makes him one ancestor of what modern people in the Middle East?

· Why do we care that Basemoth’s brother is someone named Nebajoth?

Because an Arab tribe named the Nabatheans would eventually conquer the Edomites in the 1st Century A.D. and absorb them, thus making the Edomites part of the Arabic people of Saudi Arabia. Nebajoth is the ancestral patriarch of the Nabatheans.
· The Edomites share borders, territories and judgment with other related and backslid people, the Ammonites and Moabites--Remember by whom were they related? Genesis 19:36-38 Read Ezekiel 25 to see how the Bible prophesies that the people of the East (Arabs) would conquer them all and their lands would become desolate deserts! 

· The Greek name for Edomites is Idumeans. Do you know who the most famous part-Idumean people in history were? Acts 12:1
· Genesis 36:9-14 – Do you recognize any of the names as representing future tribes? Genesis 36:15-19
· Edom, Petra or Rabbah and (Mount) Seir are names for the nation, cities and geographic location of the descendents of Esau. They were famous for their idols (2 Chronicles 25:14,20), their rocklike fortresses           (Jeremiah 49:16) and are frequently mentioned in prophecy:                                   Jeremiah 49:7-8, Ezekiel 25:5,8, 35:1-5 , Malachi 1:3,4 
· The Edomites conquered and absorbed the people of Genesis 36:20-30
· The kings mentioned next will make their appearance felt in future books of the Bible and are important to Israel’s history: Genesis 36:31-39

· Lastly, we see the names of their chiefs one more time: Genesis 36:40-43   How many are there? Why?  Who are they copying?

3. Questions?
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Genesis -- A Bible Survey – 2009
Part Thirty-seven: Brotherly Hate 
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3
· What nation did Esau become?

· What race of giants descended from Esau who would trouble Israel in the future?

· How many tribes descended from Esau? Who was he trying to copy?

· Who was the most famous descendent of Esau? Hint: He was a half Edomite (Idumean) king
2.  Joseph and the Coat of Many Colors 
· Genesis 37:1-4 – What basic parental mistake is Jacob making here? Colossians 3:21 This is ironic because Jacob’s father played favorites also. Who was Isaac’s favorite son? What is the basic sin of Joseph’s brothers? 1 John 2:9-11
· Genesis 37:5-8 – Why do you think Joseph told this dream to his brothers? Why do you think the brothers got so angry?
· Genesis 37:9-11 – Why would the brothers envy Joseph? Why is Jacob’s reaction so different? 
· Genesis 37:12-17 -- Why do you think Joseph is not with the brothers when they leave for Shechem? Shechem is a reference point for what bad testimony experience in the life of Jacob’s sons?  Consider:                                    1 Timothy 3:2,4-5    Romans 13:13    1 Thessalonians 5:12-15
· Genesis 37:18-22 -- Why is it Reuben who is trying to save Joseph’s life?  What character flaw did Reuben have that made him ineffective?  Genesis 35:22
· Genesis 37:23-28 – Why do the brothers listen to Judah?  What was Judah setting up that he had no idea he was setting up?                              Romans 8:28-30    
· Genesis 37:29-36 – Why does Reuben say what he says in verse 30?  
· This is the kind of behavior that destroys churches today.                      Consider this thought as you read these scriptures:  Galatians 6:10                         1 Corinthians 13:4-7   Jude 3-5, 8, 10, 16, 19
3. Questions?
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Genesis -- A Bible Survey – 2009
Part Thirty-eight: Troubling Interlude 
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3
· Acts 7:8 Who are these patriarchs? How do we know? 

· Which son of Jacob was favored by his father? Why?

· How did he show his favoritism toward that son?

· What kind of problem did it cause in the home?

· What unusual talent did Joseph possess?

· How did the brothers decide to get rid of Joseph?

· Which brother was the eldest? Which brother seemed to have the most authority?  Why wasn’t it the eldest one?

· How did Reuben and Judah each intervene to spare Joseph’s life?

2. Judah’s Troubling Loss of Authority 

· Genesis 38:1-5 – Jacob’s sons married local Canaanite women. This was of necessity as the original patriarchal family back in Padan Aram was no longer following the true God. God still expects people to marry those of like faith – 2 Corinthians 6:14-15
· Genesis 38:6-7 – Don’t think God doesn’t do this anymore!                       Proverbs 29:1  Acts 5:3-5  

· Genesis 38:8-11 – This is a law in the Mosaic Law which doesn’t even exist for another 400 years! Deuteronomy 25:5-6 
· Can you think of any other parts of “the Law” that existed before the Mosaic Law was ever written down?
· Why did Onan die? What command of God did he violate? Genesis 9:1  Matthew 19:3-6      

· Genesis 38:12-18 – This is one of those stories that convinces me the  Bible is real history and not just a religious fantasy – why do you think I think that way?

· Why do you think Tamar would do this? Consider her unfulfilled expectations as you read this: 1 Corinthians 7:8-9
· What did Judah offer to Tamar to secure the deal? What do these represent?

· Genesis 38:19-23, 24-26
· Judah risked the very thing Reuben lost. So why does Judah retain his authority while Reuben lost his?  What were the differences? 

· Genesis 38:27-30 – In one sense God allowed this to happen because Judah’s sons by Shua turned out bad. Romans 8:28
· Perez means “breakthrough”; Zerah means “barren” – One of these would have a very important descendent. Can you guess which one? Tamar was more righteous than Judah. And because of this she was able to steal his authority!

3. Questions?
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Genesis -- A Bible Survey – 2009
Part Thirty-nine: The Saga of Joseph Continues 
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3
· Acts 7:8 Who are these patriarchs? How do we know? 

· How did Judah manage to become the brother with the authority?

· What custom did Judah violate that later became part of the law?  
· What were Judah’s “symbols of authority” that he gave away and almost lost?

· Reuben made a similar mistake and lost his inheritance -- How was Judah different so he didn’t lose it completely?
· Tamar had two sons with Judah. One was named Perez. What does his name mean? Who would be his most famous descendent?
2.  Joseph takes a stand

· Genesis 39:1-3 – How was Joseph a good testimony? Is this strange to you? Philippians 4:4     Colossians 3:22-24
· Genesis 39:4-6 – How did Potiphar know it was God blessing his house through Joseph? 

· Genesis 39:7-10 – What is motivating Joseph to resist Potiphar’s wife?

· Why is she speaking to him “day after day?”                                            Remember:  1 Corinthians 10:13
· Genesis 39:11-12 – remember also: 1 Corinthians 6:18-20
· Genesis 39:13-18, 19-20 – Beware of false accusations against the brethren and don’t always believe them.  1 Timothy 5:19  

· Notice we have no record of Joseph defending himself against these false accusations. Discuss why he wouldn’t.

· Who was always with Joseph who would always know the truth about what was going on?  Hebrews 13:5
· Genesis 39:21-23 – What can you guess about Joseph’s testimony now?           1 Timothy 6:6 – Never let circumstances determine you level of holiness. Always serve God with all your heart – no matter what!

· Men have let Joseph down, but has God?  
3. Questions?
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Genesis -- A Bible Survey – 2009
Part Forty: Prison Dreamers
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3
· Acts 7:8 Who are these patriarchs? How do we know?

· Hebrews 7:1-2 Where did we read this before? How can we know who this Melchizedek is?

· How did Joseph end up a slave in Egypt?

· What was interesting about Joseph’s attitude while in slavery?

· Why did Potiphar put Joseph in charge of his household?

· How did Joseph end up in the Egyptian prison? Why didn’t he give in to the demands of Potiphar’s wife?

· How did he manage to win the favor of the prison keeper?

· What can a Christian learn about Joseph’s attitude and testimony?  

2.  Disturbed by Dreams

· Genesis 40:1-4, 5-8 – Can people interpret dreams?  
· Daniel 2:26-30
· Are dreams of any spiritual value to Christians? 
· Acts 2:17-18, 10:9-17, 44-45, Jude 4,8,10-11, Matthew 7:15-20
· Genesis 40:9-11, 12-15 – Note Joseph’s request
· Genesis 40:16-17, 18-19 – Do people usually expect this kind of interpretation?  Jude 16-19
· Genesis 40:20-23

3. Questions?
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Genesis -- A Bible Survey – 2009
Part Forty-one: Dreams of the Pharaoh
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3
· Why do Christians need to study the book of Genesis?

· Joseph cared for two of Pharaoh’s servants in prison. Who were they?

· They both had dreams – can you describe them?

· Did Joseph interpret their dreams?

· Do dreams have spiritual value for Christians today?

2.  Pharaoh’s Creepy Dreams

· Genesis 41:1-4, 5-8 – Why couldn’t the magicians and wise men interpret the dream?
· Genesis 41:9-13, 14-16 – Note that the butler had forgotten Joseph but he actually remembers many things about him – a good testimony makes and impact!  Matthew 5:16
· Who does Joseph credit for his spiritual gift of interpretation?                                        2 Peter 1:19-21
· Genesis 41:17-21, 22-24, 25-32 -- 
· Genesis 41:33-36 – Joseph goes beyond mere interpretation and adds this advice, why?  Mark 5:19-20
· Genesis 41:37-45 – Notice Joseph does nothing to promote himself, why not? Psalm 75:6-7, James 4:10
· In interpreting dreams and being promoted for wisdom Joseph is like what other Old Testament prophet? 

· Genesis 41:46-49, 50-52 – These sons would become the patriarchs of two tribes thereby making a total of how many Israelite tribes? 
· Genesis 41:53-57 – Preparation for economic disaster is Godly stewardship but notice the kind of people the Egyptians are – who do they call on for food? Eventually this will cost all the Egyptians their freedom and property. As a result, the Egyptians will never be a free people again. Americans must not make this same mistake: Philippians 4:19
3. Questions?
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Genesis -- A Bible Survey – 2009
Part Forty-two: The Test of Brotherhood
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3 
· Why do Christians need to study the book of Genesis?

· Pharaoh had two dreams, can you describe them? 

· What did Joseph tell Pharaoh that they meant?

· Who did Joseph give credit to for the interpretation?
· What happened to Joseph after he gave the interpretation?

· Who did the Egyptians cry out to for bread?  Who did Pharaoh direct them to so they could get it?

· Joseph’s sons became the patriarchs of what two tribes? 

2.  The test of the brothers
· Genesis 42:1-3 – This is a global famine. How did Jacob see that there was grain in Egypt?

· Genesis 42:4-5 – Are Jacob’s sons going in search of a handout?                          2 Thessalonians 3:10 

· Genesis 42:6-8, 9-14 – Why does Joseph call them spies? Why is he not revealing himself to them? 

· Note verse 9 – What would you do in Joseph’s shoes?

· Genesis 42:15-17, 18-20 – Is this a Godly test? What New Testament principle is tested by this?  John 13:35, 1 John 3:10-16 
· Genesis 42:21-24 – Joseph is looking for evidence of repentance. What does he find here?  Luke 17:3-4  

· Genesis 42:25-28, 29-34, 35-38 – Why the trick with the money?

· How is Jacob’s fear ruining this test? Again, there is a New Testament principle here: 1 John 4:18
3. Questions?
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Genesis -- A Bible Survey – 2009
Part Forty-three: The Test of Repentance
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3 

Review:

· Why must we study Genesis?

· Why did Jacob’s sons go to Egypt?

· Which brother stayed back? Why?

· How did Joseph act when they came to him to buy grain?

· What was the test he gave them?

· They seemed to have a guilty conscience about something in their past, what was it?

· Who remained as prisoner in Egypt?  
· What did they find in their bags after they left Egypt?

· How did Jacob respond to the test?

2.  The test continues and gets stranger…
· Genesis 43:1-2 – What is the problem with Jacob’s plan?

· Genesis 43:3-7 – Who does Jacob blame for this situation?

· Sometimes God forces us into a situation to test our hearts as described in I Thessalonians 2:4  and Proverbs 17:3
· Genesis 43:8-10 – This is like the offer made by who in the previous chapter?  Genesis 42:37
· Genesis 43:11-14 – What New Testament principle is described here? Matthew 5:25-26    Luke 19:8-9  

· Doing the right thing even when you don’t understand everything that is happening around you is real evidence of a godly, repentant heart. This is what God is trying to draw out from these sons of Jacob.
· Genesis 43:15-17, 18-23, 24-25 – Again, God is testing them. The Christian principle here is found in Romans 8:28, the theme scripture for the life of Joseph. 
· Genesis 43:26-29, 30-32, 33-34 – Why does Joseph keep up the game? What clues is Joseph giving to his brothers here? 

· Note verse 32 – How should this have tipped off the brothers?

· The Egyptians have a religious principle here that is shared by other heathen with caste systems such as Hindus. The Jews have a similar custom, can you describe it?

· There is a Christian principle of separation also. How is it different?

· 1 Corinthians 5:11    2 Corinthians 6:14
3. Questions?
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Genesis -- A Bible Survey – 2009
Part Forty-four: The Final Test
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3 

Review:

· Why must Christians know and study Genesis?

· Why did Jacob’s sons return to Egypt?

· Which brother was still imprisoned back in Egypt?

· What complicated this second journey?

· What deal did Judah make with his father so they could return to Egypt for food?

· Why did Joseph feel compelled to test his brothers so much?

· What clues did he give to his brothers as to his real identity?

2. The Test of Godly Love
· Genesis 44:1-3 – Joseph is conspiring to test his brothers one final time, whose bag is he hiding his silver cup in?

· Genesis 44:4-5, 6-11 – How do the brother’s respond to the accusation that they are thieves? How do we know that their conscience is clean?
· Romans 13:1-5

· Genesis 44:12-13 – Why did the steward start with the oldest and finish with the youngest?  What does this mean for Benjamin?

· Genesis 44:14-15 – What does Joseph mean here? Do you understand his sarcasm?

· Genesis 44:16-17 – Why can’t they go in peace to their father?

· Genesis 44:18-24, 25-29 – Benjamin is who’s brother? And he is also Jacob’s current favorite son, who was the previous favorite son? That means Joseph has created a situation similar to the one in which his own brothers placed him years before. What might this tempt the rest of the brothers to do that they did before?
· Can you see how this test is a genuine test of their repentance?

· Genesis 44:30-34 – What does “surety” mean?   Hebrews 7:22     
· Proverbs 17:18  -- Judah is in trouble because he pledged himself surety for his brother and his brother is now in trouble. Why would he be willing to do this for Benjamin?  John 15:13 
· What Christian doctrine is evident in this story?  Ephesians 5:2
3. Questions?
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Genesis -- A Bible Survey – 2009
Part Forty-five: A brother returned from the dead 
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3 

Review:
· Why do Christians need to understand the book of Genesis?

· In our last study, Joseph tested his brothers for the last time. Describe the test. Who received the false accusation and what was the penalty?
· Why is Joseph even testing his brothers?

· Who pledged himself as surety for Benjamin? Explain what that meant.

· How does Joseph know that his brothers are truly changed?
2.  Joseph Revealed

· Genesis 45:1-3 – Why are they so dismayed?

· Genesis 45:4-8 – What Christian principle is displayed here in the words of Joseph? Romans 8:28
· How is Joseph a type of redeemer?

· Genesis 45:9-13, 14-15 – The brothers don’t say a word until vs 15, why?

· Genesis 45:16-20 – Why did it please Pharaoh to have Joseph’s brothers and father move to Egypt? Whose testimony made them welcome to stay?

· Genesis 45:21-24, 25-28 – The shocked response of Joseph’s brothers and his father, Jacob, at the discovery of his being alive and reigning over Egypt is comparable to what New Testament Story?  Luke 24:1-11
· Jacob also had a prophecy about Joseph that should have helped him keep faith alive. What was it?  Genesis 37:5-8, 9-11  

· Do you remember who received a prophecy that his descendents would eventually end up in Egypt?  Genesis 15:13-14
· How did Joseph’s behavior in the midst of trials and persecution lead to the happy ending in Genesis 45?  What lesson is in this story for the Christian believer?  2 Corinthians 5:7   Philippians 3:12-14                   James 1:2-5   1 Peter 5:6-10    Matthew 24:13
· Joseph is a perfect example of Christian faith and humility – even as he became a ruler over the great nation of Egypt!

3. Questions?
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Genesis -- A Bible Survey – 2009
Part Forty-six: A Family Reunion in Egypt 
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3 

Review:
· Why do Christians need to understand the book of Genesis?

· Who finally reveals himself to his brothers in Chapter 45?

· Why did he wait?  How did the brothers respond to the revelation?

· Joseph said that what was meant for evil, God used for good. What was he talking about?

· What New Testament principle is captured in this story?  Romans 8:28
· Since the famine was still strong in the land, what incredible offer did Joseph make to his brothers?

2. Israel’s Family
· Genesis 46:1 – Beersheba means “Well of the Oath.” 

· Why is Beersheba significant to this sacrifice? What decision is Jacob (Israel) seeking wisdom about? 

· Why does the narrative call Jacob by his name, “Israel,” here? 

· Genesis 46:2-4, 5-7 – What mistake of his fathers is Jacob trying to avoid here?  Genesis 12:10-13
· How are Christians supposed to react during such trials? James 1:2-8
· The next section is tough reading but it shows the descendents of Israel’s patriarchs, divided by the wives and concubines of Israel.   Genesis 46:8-9, 10-11, 12-13, 14-15; 16-18; 19-20, 21-22; 23-25;           26-27  

· The 12 begot 70, how is this number significant?  Luke 9:1-2, 10:1
· Notice, the pagan wives of the Patriarch’s are not included in the count. This is interesting given the current, un-Biblical way a person is considered a true Jew by birth today. 

· Genesis 46:28 – Notice who leads, not one of the three eldest but who? Remember why?

· Genesis 46:29-30, 31-34 – Why are the Hebrews being segregated in the Land of Goshen? How does this fit into God’s special plan for His people?  2 Corinthians 6:17-18 

· Look again at verse 34 – The word “Shepherd” has a spiritual implication, what does this say about the Egyptians?  1 Peter 5:1-5
3. Questions?
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Genesis -- A Bible Survey – 2009
Part Forty-seven: A New Life in Egypt 
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3 

Review:
· Why do Christians need to understand the book of Genesis?

· How did Jacob confirm that the offer to relocate to Egypt was really of God?

· What past events involving his ancestors made him so careful about this?

· How many family members made the move to Egypt?

· Which patriarch (son of Jacob) led the way?

· What career calling was an abomination to the Egyptians?
· In what way does the Hebrew separation in Goshen represent the Christian command to be in the world but not of it?

2. “Change” comes to Egypt

Genesis 47:1-3 – What is significant about Joseph’s family being a family of Shepherds?  John 10:11-14
Genesis 47:4-6 – Pharaoh acknowledges their shepherding gifts

Genesis 47:7-10 – What is Jacob acknowledging about himself in vs. 9?

Pharaoh respects Jacob’s spiritual authority – 1 Peter 5:2-6
Genesis 47:11-12 – Joseph is a messianic character, one who saves his people.  What New Testament Joseph would save his people by taking his family to Egypt?  Matthew 2:13-15
Jacob’s family receives bread because of their relationship with Joseph – a type of grace
Genesis 47:13-15, 16-17, 18-19 – a picture of the government using an economic crisis to control people

Genesis 47:20-24 – Who do the priests have a relationship with also?

Note the taxing of the people – two fifths!

Genesis 47:25-26 – The Egyptians do not merit grace because instead of trusting God to meet their needs they trust who? 

Welfare (Socialism) makes you a slave. In the Last Days, the plan of pharaoh will be recreated to enslave all of the world under Anti-Christ
How do we see that being fulfilled already today?

The prophecy: Revelation 13:1-2, 8, 11, 16-17 – Note: There is a “Joseph” type and a “Pharaoh” type in Revelation 13
Genesis 47:27-28, 29-31
3. Questions?

Pastor Tim and Sue Moynihan     -    The Potters House     -    1-760-477-3901    -    spiritranger@hotmail.com
Genesis -- A Bible Survey – 2009
Part Forty-Eight: Waning Years of Jacob 
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3 

Review:
· Explain why our knowing the book of Genesis is necessary to our understanding the New Testament.

· What was the trade of Jacob and his sons?
· What job did Pharaoh hire some of the Hebrews to do for him?

· What New Testament character also sought refuge in Egypt resulting in God’s people being saved? Explain the similarities.

· Explain the economic changes that came to Egypt at that time.

· Which two groups of people were exempt from these changes? Do you know why?
2. Jacob at the end of the road
· Genesis 48:1-2, 3-5 – What is Jacob doing here?  Revelation 7:4, 6, 8 
· Genesis 48:6-7 – Note: Ancient city names change over time. Based on this last verse, outside which Israeli city is Rachel’s tomb today?              Matthew 2:16-18
· Genesis 48:8-9 – Why doesn’t Jacob recognize them? Genesis 48:10-11
· Genesis 48:12-16,  Note verse 14 “knowingly” – Jacob is old and dim in the eyes but his spiritual vision is perfect – Genesis 48:17-19
· In what way is verse 19 ironic? (Hint: remember Jacob’s life story)

· Genesis 48:20-22 – See also Deuteronomy 33:1, 13, 17
· Prophecy: There are many speculations about the fate of the descendents of Ephraim. Ephraim became the nickname for the northern Kingdom, Samaria was the capital of the Ephraim territory, and it became one of the so-called “lost tribes.” 
· Ephraim plays a key role in Last Days prophecies:  

· Ezekiel 37:15-17 – perhaps referring to the Israelis of modern Israel united with the Jews in the Diaspora (such as in the USA) to fight the enemies of God’s people!

· Zechariah 9:13, 10:7-9 – Is Ephraim hidden among the redeemed (Christian) nations? Perhaps, scripture is inconclusive but it seems interesting that the name Ephraim is no longer used of God in the New Testament prophecies about the tribes (Revelation 7).
3. Questions?

Pastor Tim and Sue Moynihan     -    The Potters House     -    1-760-477-3901    -    spiritranger@hotmail.com
Genesis -- A Bible Survey – 2009
Part Forty-Nine: Jacob’s Last Testament
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3 

Review:
· Describe some Christian New Testament doctrines that are found, explained or foreshadowed in the book of Genesis.  

· Provide an example of a Bible fact in the New Testament that you could not possibly understand without knowing what it says about it in Genesis.

· What were the names of Joseph’s two sons?

· Before Jacob dies he does two unexpected things to Joseph’s sons. What did he do?

2.  Prophecy of the twelve patriarchs

· Genesis 49:1-2 – note the interesting phrase Jacob uses to describe when these prophecies will be fulfilled. What is it and what does it mean?

· Genesis 49:3-4 – What did Reuben do to earn this lame prophecy?                   The tribe of Reuben has a mediocre future as a result. Think about that, how does that apply to some Christians today?
· Genesis 49:5-7 – What event triggered these remarks? How was Levi “scattered” in Israel?  Interesting that Simeon and Levi were unforgiving legalists and forerunners of the priestly class.  How did the priestly class react to Jesus’ ministry?

· Genesis 49:8-9, 10-12 – What is verse 10 talking about? What imagery from the Christian covenant does verse 11 allude to?

· Genesis 49:13-15 – Can you explain these two?

· Genesis 49:16-18 – Why might Dan have such a strange testimony? Does Dan have a role in the Last Days? Who is it that the Bible says will bite at the Messiah’s heel? Verse 18 has a peculiar meaning, can you guess what it is?
· Genesis 49:19-21 – Verse 19 is an obvious prophecy about the final persecution of the Jews but 20 and 21 are not so clear.

· Genesis 49:22-26 – Joseph is a type of who?  What archers shot at him?

· The specific prophecies for Joseph’s sons are found in Chapter 48.

· Genesis 49:27 – This is an interesting prophecy as Benjamin will have a unique role to play in Judges 20 bringing havoc on the other tribes. Benjamin is the tribe that remains with Judah when the nation is divided after the reign of King Solomon.

· Genesis 49:28, 29-33 – Where does Jacob want to be buried?                     What does it mean that he was gathered to his people? What people?
3. Questions?

Pastor Tim and Sue Moynihan     -    The Potters House     -    1-760-477-3901    -    spiritranger@hotmail.com
Genesis -- A Bible Survey – 2009
Part Fifty: Sacred Ground
1.  Foundational Texts: Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3 

Review:
· Describe some Christian New Testament doctrines that are found, explained or foreshadowed in the book of Genesis.  

· Provide an example of a Bible fact in the New Testament that you could not possibly understand without knowing what it says about it in Genesis.

· From the prophecies of Jacob concerning his sons, the tribes of Israel:

· Why did Reuben get such a mediocre prophecy?

· Which tribe would lead a civil war against the others in Judges 20?

· From which tribe would the Messiah (Shiloh) come?

· Which tribe was “scattered in Israel?”

· Which tribe had an evil prophecy so that it would not even be listed among the tribes in the Book of Revelation? Describe the prophecy.

· Which tribe would become a fruitful branch? What two tribes emerged from this one tribe?

· Which one of those two tribes would lose it’s identity in the book of Revelation and be referred to as “Joseph” instead?

· Where did Jacob request to be buried?

2. Burial in the Promised Land
· Genesis 50:1-3, 4-6, 7-8, 9-11 – Referring to Atad, where would “beyond the Jordan” be?

· Why would they choose such a place to hold their worship service?

· Hint: They had relatives there:  Genesis 25:1-2, 6 

· Hint: Abel Mizraim is due east of Jericho and just across the Jordan. This is where the Israelites would enter Canaan again in approx. 400 years:  Joshua 3:1
· Note: The Messiah will enter Jerusalem from this direction 

· Genesis 50:12-14 – Why here specifically?  Genesis 23:17-20

· It’s an issue of ownership!
· Genesis 50:15-21 – The brothers should not have worried because what Christian principle did Joseph fully grasp?  Matthew 6:14-15, Romans 8:28
· Genesis 50:22-26 – So why did Joseph “wait” to be buried in the same place as Jacob? What was he “waiting for” and fully expecting “by faith?”  
· Joseph had full faith in the prophetic word: Hebrews 11:22

3. Questions?

Pastor Tim and Sue Moynihan     -    The Potters House     -    1-760-477-3901    -    spiritranger@hotmail.com
