Joshua Bible Study: We can take the Land 2012
The Book of Joshua: We can take the Land!

Chapter 1: When God Speaks

Foundation Text: Deuteronomy 34:9
1. Introduction. Read the Foundational Text and consider the following --

· Why do you think Joshua was chosen to be Moses’ second in command? What quality was he known for? What does he possess in our text?                                   Numbers 14:6-9, 36-38
Numbers 27:18
· Joshua is the English equivalent of the Hebrew word, Yeshua, which means “He shall save his people” – What is the Greek word for Yeshua?

· Why does Joshua get to lead the people into the Promised Land instead of Moses?
Numbers 20:7-12
Deuteronomy 34:1-6
2. How God Leads His People

· Joshua Chapter 1 is divided into three parts and provides an excellent example of how God speaks to congregations of His people including modern Christians today in Bible Believing Churches 
· Joshua 1:1-2 – Who is speaking? When did God last command the Children of Israel to cross the Jordan? What happened then? 

· God commands no spies this time, why not?

· Joshua 1:3-5 – How does this compare with Christian theology?                               Matthew 28:19-20, Hebrews 13:5 
· Joshua 1:6-7 – compare to Moses’ command in Deuteronomy 31:7 and Paul’s advice to Timothy in 2 Timothy 1:7
· Joshua 1:8-9 – compare to 2 Timothy 3:14-17
· Joshua 1:10-11 – Who is speaking now? 

· Joshua 1:12-15 – Why are these three tribes not crossing over?                                Numbers 32:1-6, 20-23 -- What responsibility do these three tribes still retain?

· Joshua 1:16-18 – Who speaks now? What words of encouragement do the people give to Joshua?

· Note how the dialogue came from God to the Congregation – Discuss this application to the Christian Church
3.  Questions/Comments?
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Chapter 2: Joshua’s Spies
Foundation Text: Deuteronomy 34:9
1. Review. Read the Foundation Text.

· Why was Joshua chosen to succeed Moses as leader of God’s people?                       Exodus 33:11
· Joshua 1:1-2, 3-6, 7-9 -- What might we say is God establishing as the motto for this Book of Joshua?

· After Joshua heard from God what did he do next?

· In what encouraging way did the people respond to Joshua’s words?

· What does the name Joshua mean? Whose Greek name is it equivalent to?
2. Inside the walls of Jericho
· Joshua 2:1 – Why does Joshua send out spies if God already told him the land was theirs to take (Joshua 1:3)?
· Joshua had a bad experience with the spy business during an early phase of his life – Do you remember that story?  Numbers 13:1-2, 32  
· In what ways are things much different now? 

· Joshua 2:2 – Why would they choose a harlot’s house to lodge in?

· Joshua 2:3, 4-7 – What do you think of Rahab’s story? Is it ever okay to lie like she did? Explain your answer or give examples. 

· Joshua 2:8-11 – How many years have passed since the parting of the Red Sea? Yet the people of Jericho remember! What does it mean “their hearts melted?”
· Joshua 2:12-14 – How is Rahab’s “fear of the Lord” going to be a blessing to her life and her family?  Proverbs 9:10, 14:16    

· What do you think caused her to want to help these two spies? 

· What does God think of Rahab’s “confession of faith?”  Romans 10:10-13 
· Joshua 2:15-16, 17-20, 21 – What does the scarlet cord represent? (In other words, what is it that “binds” believers to one another, no matter what our race, ethnicity, previous sin life, or place in the body of Christ?) 
· By agreeing to the plan of the spies, what was Rahab “doing” with her faith? James 2:25, Hebrews 11:31
· Rahab is a type of the new convert in a pioneer church!

· Joshua 2:22-24 – What must have been bittersweet to Joshua about this report?
3.  Questions/Comments?
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Chapter 3: Led by God 
Foundation Text: Deuteronomy 34:9
1. Review. Read the Foundation Text.

· What does the name Joshua mean? Whose Greek name is it equivalent to?

· What might we say is God establishes as the motto for this Book of Joshua? 

· Why did Joshua send out spies if God already told him the land was theirs?

· Why would they choose Rahab the harlot’s house to lodge in? 

· What was God planning to do for Rahab?

· How did Rahab show her faith in God’s people?

· Why must have the report of the spies been bittersweet to Joshua?

2. Miracle at the Jordan River
· Joshua 3:1, 2-4 – Why is the Ark going ahead of the people? Note the phrase, “for you have not passed this way before.” 

· This is a type of what in the Christian life?  John 16:13, Romans 8:14,                   Psalm 119:105
· Joshua 3:5-6 – Why do the people need to “sanctify themselves?”
· Why and how should God’s people today do the same thing? Think about preparation for outreach or a revival!  2 Timothy 2:19-21
· Joshua 3:7-8, 9-11, 12-13 – How is God going to exalt Joshua? 

(Hint: What miracle will be recreated here at the Jordan River?)

· Why “exalt” Joshua?  In what way did Joshua “earn” this? 

Exodus 33:11, James 4:10

What “step of faith” is required of these priests for the miracle to take place?
· Joshua 3:14-16, 17 – How does a miracle like this prepare the hearts of the people for the conquest of the Promised Land?
· The parting of the Red Sea represented a rebirth from the old life in Egypt to a new life of freedom. This corresponds to what event in the Christian’s life?

· The parting of the Jordan in our text represents a rebirth from what old life of the Israelites?
3.  Questions/Comments?
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Chapter 4: Landmark at the Jordan 
Foundation Text: Deuteronomy 34:9
1. Review. Read the Foundation Text.

· What does the name Joshua mean? Whose Greek name is it equivalent to?

· From Chapter 1, what might we say is the motto for this Book of Joshua? 

· In Chapter 3, when the Ark went ahead of the people into the Jordan River, what did it represent?  Where were they about to go?
· Why did the people need to “sanctify” themselves before they crossed the Jordan? What does that word “sanctify” mean?

· What happened when the feet of the priests touched the water?

· What miracle was God allowing to be recreated here in order to “exalt” Joshua?

2. Testimony of the Twelve Stones
· Joshua 4:1-3, 4-6, 7 – What is the purpose of this task?  
· Why a stone for every tribe?

· Why is a memorial or landmark such as this so important?  Exodus 12:14
· What kind of memorials or landmarks do Christians need to remind them of the power and promises of God?  Luke 22:19    Matthew 26:13   2 Peter 3:1-9
· Joshua 4:8-9, 10-11, 12-13 – Where is the second memorial of twelve stones being placed?

· What is up with the tribes of Reuben, Gad and Manasseh? Why are they only sending over their armed men?  Joshua 1:12-15
· Joshua 4:14 – Why is this important?

· Joshua 4:15-18 – So how does God “speak to the people?” Why is this so important for Christians to understand? 

· Joshua 4:19-20 – What is significant about this date?  Exodus 12:3-7, 11
· We call this kind of memorial an anniversary!

· How then, does this event at the Jordan and in Gilgal become linked to our Christian faith?   Luke 22:13-19
· Joshua 4:21-24 – Gilgal means “a place of rolling” (The meaning will be clarified in Joshua 5) 
· Gilgal is located two miles east of Jericho and will become the capital of the Israelite Kingdom until the time of Samuel; it no longer exists as a city: Amos 5:5
3.  Questions/Comments?
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Chapter 5: Spiritual Preparation for Battle 
Foundation Text: Deuteronomy 34:9
1. Review. Read the Foundation Text.

· What does the name Joshua mean? Whose Greek name is it equivalent to?

· Why did God choose Joshua to succeed Moses as leader of God’s people? 

· In Chapter 4, how was Joshua “exalted” in the eyes of the people? 

· What was a representative of each tribe required to do at the Jordan crossing point?  Why?

· What was the anniversary celebrated at the crossing of the Jordan?

· How many years had passed from the previous passing over?

· Why are testimonies, reference points, landmarks and anniversaries so important?

2. Spiritual Cutting and a Commander’s Visit
· Joshua 5:1 – Why is did “their hearts melt” (or whatever phrase is used in your translation) at the news of the appearance of the Israelites in the land?  

· Joshua 5:2-3, 4-5, 6 – What did circumcision represent?  Genesis 17:9-14
· Why did the people not circumcise their sons during their 40 years in the desert?

· Moses had a personal problem with circumcision – do you know that story? Exodus 4:20, 24-26    

· Are Christians circumcised?  Galatians 6:15, Romans 2:28-29
· Scientific thought: Why was it so important that they used “flint knives” to circumcise? 
· Joshua 5:7-9 – This is where the place name Gilgal comes from: To roll away
· Joshua 5:10-12 – Why is there no longer any manna? 2 Thessalonians 3:10
· Joshua 5:13, 14, 15 – Is this an angel? How do you know? Revelation 22:8-9
· When did Moses hear the same command spoken to him about holy ground?  Exodus 3:2-6
· This is a theophany – an appearance of God in the form of a man, an appearance really, of the Second Person in the Trinity before His incarnation as Jesus Christ.

· Why do you think God appeared to Joshua at this particular time?

3.  Questions/Comments?
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Chapter 6: The Battle of Jericho 
Foundation Text: Deuteronomy 34:9
1. Review. Read the Foundation Text.

· What does the name Joshua mean? Whose Greek name is it equivalent to?

· In what ways was Joshua “exalted” in the eyes of the people so he was like Moses to them? 

· What does “Gilgal” mean?

· What did God require Joshua to do with the sons of Israel at Gilgal?

· What holiday was celebrated at Gilgal? 
· Who was the man that appeared to Joshua at Gilgal? What was his title?

2. The Shout of Victory
· Joshua 6:1 – What did we learn last week as to why Jericho would be “shut up because of the children of Israel?”
· Joshua 6:2 – In what “form” is the Lord speaking to Joshua?
· This is a command from our heavenly commander to Joshua, the leader of God’s people, to take the land for God. How does God speak commands to His people today? What is still His command? Acts 13:1-4, Matthew 28:19-20
· Joshua 6:3-5, 6-7 – What is so strange about this strategy? 

· In what way do we also use foolish methods to expand the Kingdom of God today?  1 Corinthians 1:21, 27-29
· Joshua 6:8-11 – Why did the people obey Joshua in this foolish strategy?

· What did the marching and trumpet blowing actually represent?  Hebrews 11:30
· Joshua 6:12-14, 15-16 – Compare this to 2 Chronicles 20:14-17, 20-22 and the spiritual reality of Psalm 22:3 
· Joshua 6:17-19 – This is an interesting rule against selfish plunder. Plunder was the right of armies in those days. In what ways would plundering corrupt the people of God?  Ephesians 5:3 
· Joshua 6:20-21, 22-25 – Why does God want to destroy this place so completely? 
· Joshua 6:26 – Some “curses” are prophecies of the consequences of disobeying God. This is a good example and would be fulfilled in 1 Kings 16:34
· Joshua 6:27
3.  Questions/Comments?
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Chapter 7: Defeat at Ai 
Foundation Text: Deuteronomy 34:9
1. Review. Read the Foundation Text.

· Why did God choose Joshua to succeed Moses as leader of God’s people? 

· What does the name Joshua mean? Whose Greek name is it equivalent to?

· What was the unconventional strategy Joshua had for conquering Jericho?

· Where did he get this strategy from?

· Considering how Joshua received this strategy, why did the people trust Joshua enough to try it?
· What did the marching and trumpet blowing represent? 

· Who of the people of Jericho was spared by the Israelites?

2. The Power of Secret Sin

· Joshua 7:1 – Why is it said that “the children of Israel committed trespass when it was just one man’s sin?
· Joshua 7:2-5 – What is the first problem we notice with the Israelite strategy?          1 Thessalonians 5:17, Acts 13:2-3
· Joshua 7:6-9 – What is Joshua’s incorrect assumption?  Hebrews 13:5
· Joshua 7:10-12, 13, 14-15 – What do you think about the “tone” God uses with Joshua in verses 10-13?  1 Kings 19:11-15, 18
· Why is God going to judge the person who committed this sin so harshly?
· Joshua 7:16-19, 20-21 – What was Achan’s sin?  Ephesians 4:28 and 5:5 
· What made his sin so serious to God?  1 Corinthians 5:11-13, Genesis 3:6
· Considering how common this sin is, how is it that Achan’s sin “cursed” all of Israel? Deuteronomy 28:15, 25, 41, 47 Because sin affects _________________.
· Why didn’t God receive his confession and forgive him?  Proverbs 28:13
· Remember the difference between secret sin and secret struggle? 1 John 3:20
· What do you think of the way this was handled in public? 1 Timothy 5:20, 24
· Sin issues need to be handled tactfully, some dealt with privately, but why does this last scripture tell us some sinners must be rebuked “in the presence of all?” 
· Joshua 7:22-23, 24-25 – How did these people “trouble” all of the Israelites? Revelation 2:18-23 
· Why did all of Achan’s family perish? What can we learn from that?  
· Joshua 7:26 – Note: The heap of stones and the name of the valley, why is this important?  
3.  Questions/Comments?
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Chapter 8: Victory by God’s Hand 
Foundation Text: Deuteronomy 34:9
1. Review. Read the Foundation Text.

· Who is Joshua? 

· What does the name Joshua mean? Whose Greek name is it equivalent to?

· The unexpected defeat at Ai caused Joshua to “freak out.” What was his initial reaction? What did he wrongly assume about God?

· Why did God permit the defeat of the Israelites at Ai? (Several possible answers) 

· Who “troubled the people?” How? What was his sin?

· Why did this person need to be punished so severely for such a relatively minor sin?
· In what way do Christians today commit the same sin against God when it comes to how we approach material things and giving?

· What did the Israelites do so they would not forget this lesson?
2. The victory that follows obedience
· Joshua 8:1-2 – What is different about this command from the instructions given regarding Jericho? Why do you think it’s different? 
· Joshua 8:3-4, 5-6, 7-8 – This is one of the great and famous battles of ancient warfare, recognized as such by military historians who study these things. What do you think of Joshua’s plan? Matthew 10:16 – Joshua’s plan is an example of being as wise as serpents!
· Joshua 8:9, 10-11, 12-13 – Tactical realism (confirms Biblical authority to me!), at what time of the day do they set the ambush in place?

· Joshua 8:14-17 – What was this Canaanite King’s basic mistake?               Proverbs 16:18
· Joshua 8:18-19 – Notice: Who is Joshua tuned in to? How should this be an example to Christians today? John 16:13, Romans 8:14 
· Joshua 8:20-23, 24-27 – Think: When might it ever be right for a nation at war to actually destroy whole cities complete with women and children?                          Revelation 18:21-23      Luke 10:10-16
· Now why would God do that? Well, think about it, how do you know when a nation has reached the pinnacle of unrepentant evil?  Revelation 18:24
· Based on Revelation 18:4, can you name a 20th Century example of God destroying a city or nation for the same reason? 

· Joshua 8:28-29 – Why would the leader be treated this way?

· Joshua 8:30-32 – Why would this be the right time to offer a sacrifice to God?
· What “Law of Moses” do you think he wrote on those stones?                             Deuteronomy 5:22
· Joshua 8:33-35 – Why is this a good time to read the law?                                  Deuteronomy 28:1-2, 15
3.  Questions/Comments?
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Chapter 9: The Deceptive Alliance
Foundation Text: Deuteronomy 34:9
1. Review. Read the Foundation Text.

· Name some of the reasons why Joshua was chosen to succeed Moses. 

· What does the name Joshua mean? Whose Greek name is it equivalent to?
· In the conquest of Ai, how were the “spoils” handed differently than at Jericho? Why?

· Why was it right to destroy these people? When might such judgment be right today?

· What sin leads eventually to a city or nations demise in the New Testament?

· Why should that concern us in America today? 
2. Compromising with God’s people
· Joshua 9:1-2 – Why are these kings in alliance? It is interesting who will become allies when it comes to stopping God’s people: Luke 23:12 
· Can you think of a contemporary example of two otherwise opposing groups that have come together to oppose Christians?

· Joshua 9:3-6 – What are these Gibeonites trying to make themselves appear to be to the Israelites?  

· Joshua 9:7, 8, 9-10, 11-13 – uh-oh, what methods of deception are being used here? Proverbs 29:5 

· What mistake are the Israelites making here? 1 Samuel 16:7,  Joshua 9:14-15

· Joshua 9:15, 16-18 – Why are they complaining?

· Christians are frequently fooled by modern-day Gibeonites who try to “trick” Christians into having pity on them. Can you think of some examples?

· Joshua 9:19-20 – While the Gibeonites may have fooled the Israelites, the Israelites were trapped by the rash oath they swore: Matthew 5:33-37
· Joshua 9:21, 22-23, 24-25, 26-27 – So the Gibeonites are now joined to the people of God. But what is wrong with their commitment? Is it sincere?
· What are their motives for joining with God’s people?

· What effect will this have on the Israelites? 
· Note their assignment. How does their compromised faith affect their ability to serve God?

· Many people make insincere commitments to God. Think about their motives. What modern-day examples do we see among many so-called believers? Philippians 3:18-19
· What effect does this have on the Church? Galatians 5:7-9
3.  Questions/Comments?

Pastor Tim Moynihan

The Potter’s House

www.pottershouseoceanside.com   
Cell: 760-477-3901
Joshua Bible Study: We can take the Land 2012

The Book of Joshua: We can take the Land!

Chapter 10: When the Sun Stood Still
Foundation Text: Deuteronomy 34:9
1. Review. Read the Foundation Text.

· Name some of the reasons why Joshua was chosen to succeed Moses. 

· Who were the Gibeonites?  How did they deceive Joshua?
· In what way were they a snare to the Israelites? Deuteronomy 18:9-14 

· How did the Gibeonite’s deceptive strategy limit their own potential service to God?
2. The Miraculous Battle and the Roll Call of Victory
· Joshua 10:1-5, 6 – What is it about the surrender of the Gibeonites that put great fear into the heart of these other kings?
· Note the request of the Gibeonite men – quick to make use of their new covenant with Israel for their own benefit!

· Joshua 10:7-10 – Note the tactical reality (confirms Bible truth to this old soldier)
· Note the geographic reality, it says they “ascended” from Gilgal – why?

· Why is the Lord giving them this victory when the entire battle came about as a result of their compromise with the Gibeonites?  Genesis 50:20, Romans 8:28
· Joshua 10:11 – the LORD Himself is fighting here! Compare to Ezekiel 38:22-23
· Joshua 10:12-15 – Why do you think God answered this prayer?
· This story defies the skeptic’s logic but history is full of famous stories of the environmental changes brought by the prayers of a people who were fighting for a righteous cause.

· Joshua 10:16-21 – Picture of dominion and victory.

· Joshua 10:22-23, 24-25, 26-27 – Don’t be so disturbed, Oh womanly pacifist, we are called to render judgment against evil, for that is righteous!  Deuteronomy 16:18-20,      1 Corinthians 2:14-16, and remember Deuteronomy 18:9-14
· Joshua 10:28, 29-30, 31-33, 36-37, 38-39, 40-41, 42-43
· Why did God give the Israelites such a dramatic roll call of victory?

· God is not always on the side of the victor for many aggressive evil-doers claim that God is with them but it is not true. This is why the Bible says we must discern between the evil and the good – Isaiah 5:20
· It is always a sin for good men to NOT rise up against evil – because the strong help the weak:  James 4:17, Acts 20:35
· That being said, the weapons of our warfare – for the Born Again Believer – are not carnal but spiritual – Prayer, Witness, Evangelism, Walking in the Spirit and Spreading God’s Word!

3.  Questions/Comments?
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Chapter 11: Conquest across the Promised Land 
Foundation Text: Deuteronomy 34:9
1. Review. Read the Foundation Text.

· Joshua was chosen to succeed Moses; what mission was he given to accomplish? 

· Why were the people in the land so afraid of Israel in Chapter 10? 

· Who did Israel end up fighting to protect in Joshua 10?

· What was Joshua’s prayer at this battle? What happened?

· Why did God give the Israelites this victory?
· Why did God want the people of the land to be utterly destroyed? Deuteronomy 18:9-14 

2. The Challenge of Great Alliances, Great Men and Great Giants 

· Joshua 11:1-3, 4-5 – This list of kings provides ancient place names for easy to identify geographic landmarks in Israel today. 
· Keep in mind; a king reigned over a very small kingdom in ancient days. The king was more equivalent to a mayor and his city was often only a square mile in size. 
· Joshua 11:6-9 – What characteristic strategy has Joshua maintained throughout each battle he has fought thus far?  Proverbs 28:1, Leviticus 26:7-8 (What does this tell you about America’s strategy for planned defeat and withdrawal in places like Afghanistan or Vietnam?)
· Are Christians supposed to be bold like this?  2 Timothy 1:7, Acts 4:29-33
· What does it mean that they “hamstrung the horses”? Why?

· Joshua 11:10-12, 13-15 – Before you get all pacifist on me: How did Jesus react to cities that rejected His Gospel?  Matthew 11:20-24  
· What are the “mounds” mentioned in verse 13?
· Joshua 11:16-17, 18-19, 20 – Why would God “harden their hearts” against Israel? Give an example from Exodus. 
· Exodus 7:1-5, Exodus 8:15, 19, 32, Exodus 9:34, Exodus 10:20
· Joshua 11:21-23 – Who were the Anakin? 

· What is prophetically significant that Anakin were left in Gaza? 

· What about Gath? (Hint: Who was from Gath that a future King of Israel would have to kill?)  1 Samuel 17:4, 2 Samuel 21:20
· We shall also face giants as we seek to take the Land for Jesus! 
3.  Questions/Comments?
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Chapter 12: Geography and Kingdoms of the Promised Land 
Foundation Text: Deuteronomy 34:9
1. Review. Read the Foundation Text.

· Why was Joshua was chosen to succeed Moses? For what mission? 

· Why did God want the people of the land to be utterly destroyed? Deuteronomy 18:9-14 

· What was one battlefield tactic that gave Joshua an advantage in every battle?
· Why did God “harden the hearts” of the pagan kings of Canaan?
· These ancient cities were built on “mounds” – what were these mounds?

· What is the prophetic thought behind the fact that giants were left in Gaza and Gath?
2. More than we have been led to believe 

· Joshua 12:1 – Do you know where Mount Hermon and the “eastern Jordan” plain are located today? 

· Joshua 12:2-3 – Where is the ancient “Ammonite” capital today? And Mount Pisgah?

· What are the actual borders of the Promised Land? Numbers 34:1-12
· The Promised Land is larger than Israel is today – Will the Jews ever receive their entire promise? How? Hebrews 11:9
· The Millennial Kingdom includes a much larger inheritance: Ezekiel 48:1, 28-29
· Joshua 12:4-6 – Where did these “giants” supposedly come from? Genesis 6:1-4
· What do “giants” represent to us today? 2 Corinthians 10:4-5, Ephesians 6:12
· Joshua 12:7-8, 9-14, 15-19, 20-24 – There will still be kings left in the Land even when Joshua’s work is completed – Why? Judges 3:1-4, Psalm 119:67
3.  Questions/Comments?
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Chapter 13: Much Land Left to Conquer 
Foundation Text: Deuteronomy 34:9
1. Review. Read the Foundation Text.

· Who succeeded Moses? Why?

· What mission did this man accomplish in his earlier days that showed that he had faith to lead the people into the Promised Land? How many years passed from the time they failed to enter in until the time they did?

· Why did God want the people of the land to be utterly destroyed? 

· Where is the ancient Ammonite capital mentioned in Joshua 12 located today?

· Where does Genesis say that the giants who were left in the land came from? 

· What do the giants represent for Christians today?
2. Time is running out on our destiny! 

· Joshua 13:1 – How old can you guess Joshua is by this point? Joshua 14:9-10
· Why is God telling this to Joshua?  2 Peter 1:10
· Joshua 13:2-7 – These are interesting dimensions for the Promised Land. Where is Lebanon? Where is Hamath? Zechariah 9:1-2 
· Joshua 13:8-12, 13-14, 15-21 – Why is it that the Levites are not getting any “inheritance” (Land) for them?  1 Corinthians 9:11-14
· Joshua 13:22-23 – Who is Balaam? What is his story?                                     Revelation 2:14, Jude 11, 2 Peter 2:15-16 
· Joshua 13:24-28 – Some believe that Gadara, where the Gadarene madman was from, was named after the tribe of Gad.
· Joshua 13:29-32, 33 – Why is Manasseh called a half-tribe? Who is the other half? Together they make up what tribe?
· All of these Chapter 13 conquests are mostly east of the Jordan and still outside of the main area of the Promised Land. Time is running out on Joshua’s opportunity to fulfill the Will of God for His life! What about us? Matthew 28:19-20, Matthew 24:14
3.  Questions/Comments?
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Chapter 14: As strong as the day we were sent out 
Foundation Text: Deuteronomy 34:9
1. Review. Read the Foundation Text.

· Why was Joshua selected to succeed Moses?

· Why does God challenge Joshua to “get busy” and complete the Conquest of    Canaan?

· How old (approximately) do we think Joshua was in chapter 13?

· How far north are the dimensions for the Promised Land according to chapter 13?

· Why don’t the Levites get their own territory to control? What Christian principle is related to this idea?

· Why are Manasseh and Ephraim called “Half Tribes?”

· Balaam is mentioned as being killed in chapter 13; why is this of interest to a Christian?
2. The Testimony of Caleb, Giant Conqueror 

· Joshua 14:1-2 – What does it mean, “by lot?” Numbers 33:54
· Joshua 14:3-5 – So two and a half tribes ended up on the east side of the Jordan (do you understand which ones?) and nine and a half on the western side.  

· Joshua 14:6-7, 8-9, 10-12– Consider Numbers 13:1-2, 6, 22, 30-31, 33 – 
· How does Caleb feel about “giants?” 
· What two things are “giants” to the Christian?
· What do you think about Caleb’s boast? Crazy old man ranting?  2 Timothy 1:7   
· Some thoughts: Acts 2:17, Proverbs 20:29, 1 Timothy 5:17  
· Joshua 14:13 – It says “gave” but what did Caleb still need to do?
· People who receive “words” or claim Bible promises or give thanksgiving for prayers still unanswered but don’t contend for them are not actually being faithful to God!  James 2:14, 18, 22-24,  Hebrews 11:8-10,  2 Peter 1:10 
· Joshua 14:14-15 – What does “to this day” mean?

· Hebron is also called Mamre; Abraham, Isaac and Jacob dwelled there in ancient times; King David would live there for seven years. Genesis 23:2,  2 Samuel 2:1 
3.  Questions/Comments?

Pastor Tim Moynihan

The Potter’s House

www.pottershouseoceanside.com   
Cell: 760-477-3901
Joshua Bible Study: We can take the Land 2012

The Book of Joshua: We can take the Land!

Chapter 15: The Cities of Judah 
Foundation Text: Deuteronomy 34:9
1. Review. Read the Foundation Text.

· What was Joshua’s calling?

· Who else from Joshua’s generation was still alive to enter the Promised Land?

· How old was that person when he received his inheritance? 
· Did he get it automatically? What did he still need to do? 
· What did he say in reference to his age and the work he still had to do?

· What was the name of the place he conquered?
· What “impartial” method was used to decide which tribe got what land?
2. Judah’s Great Inheritance 

· Joshua 15:1, 2-4, 5-7, 8-9, 10-12 – Note the large and desirable area awarded to Judah. Why was Judah highly favored by God?  Genesis 49:3-5, 8-10
· Joshua 15:13-15 – Why does Caleb get a share in Judah?  Numbers 13:6
· Joshua 15:16-19 – What does this teach us about receiving blessings from God? Matthew 7:7-11
· Joshua 15:20-32, 33-47, 48-60, 61-62
· Joshua 15:63 – What do we call a place that the enemy clings to despite our efforts to defeat them?  2 Corinthians 10:3-6
· Can you name some examples of these as encountered in the Christian life?

· Hebrews 12:1, Luke 17:5-6, Luke 10:10-12, Matthew 8:28
3.  Questions/Comments?
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Chapter 16: A Divided Destiny
Foundation Text: Deuteronomy 34:9
1. Review. Read the Foundation Text.

· Why did God choose Joshua to succeed Moses? 

· How did God know that Joshua had faith to lead the people in a conquest of the Promised Land?

· What tribe was Caleb from? What city did he “inherit?” 

· How and why did the tribe of Judah become highly favored over the other tribes?

· What offer did Caleb make to the men that were with him?

· What blessing did Caleb’s daughter receive? How did she receive it?

· What enemy tribe was left in the land given to Judah?

· What did we call this place where the enemy was strong?

· Can you explain what aspect of the Christian life this applies to?

2. Ephraim and Manasseh in the Promised Land
· Joshua 16:1 – What does it mean that “the lot fell?” Why use this method? 
· Who were the children of Joseph? Why was this tribe split into two groups?

· Genesis 48:3-5 -- Verse 3 will be significant to our next Joshua text:
· Joshua 16:2

· Genesis 48:14-16, 17-19 -- Verse 19 has led to some interesting interpretations regarding the latter day descendents of Ephraim – the following scriptures add more fuel to the speculative fire: 
· Ezekiel 37:15-17, 18-22, and Revelation 7:4-8
· Joseph is simply the most fruitful tribe, as prophesied by Jacob -- Genesis 49:22
· Joshua 16:3-4 – But didn’t Manasseh already receive an inheritance?                      Numbers 32:33, 39-42   
· So why a second allotment of land for Manasseh?  Genesis 48:20-22
· Joshua 16:5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 – What would be the final result of Ephraim allowing their enemies, the Canaanites, to dwell among them?  Hosea 7:8
· How is this different than the way Judah dealt with the Jebusites?
· The Jebusites are a type of a stronghold; an isolated but dangerous foe

· Ephraim has not isolated the enemy but done what? _________________

· What does Ephraim’s compromise teach us today in the Church age?                                     2 Corinthians 6:14-18
· There will be more on Manasseh in Chapter 17. 
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Chapter 17: Blessings on the Firstborn of Joseph
Foundation Text: Deuteronomy 34:9
1. Review. Read the Foundation Text.

· Who was Joshua? What was his life’s mission and purpose?
· Why was the tribe of Joseph split into two tribes?  Who were they?
· Which of the two was the larger and most blessed?
· What did the Ephraimites do with the Canaanites in the land? 

· How would this affect the Israelites in the future?
· How many lots of inheritance did Manasseh receive? Where were they?
2. Manasseh’s Destiny in the Promised Land
· Joshua 17:1 – Machir was born in Egypt (Genesis 50:23); his son, Gilead, was a “man of war” – How does Gilead get rewarded “because he was a man of war?”

·  Joshua 17:2, 3-4 – Several questions come to mind, like why haven’t any of you named any of your daughters “Hoglah?”
· Why is it an issue that these women even need to stand up for their rights?

· What did Moses promise them in the Law?  Numbers 27:1-8  
· Joshua 17:5-6 – So it appears that these women receive their portion on the east side of the Jordan (with Reuben and Gad) while half of Manasseh is on the west side with the rest of the tribes occupying land from Beth Shean to the coast.

· How is the splitting of the tribes in the inheritance a foreshadowing of things to come in Israel’s future?  2 Chronicles 10:16-19
· Joshua 17:7-10, 11-13 – Note three cities of interest listed here: Beth Shean,          En Dor and Megiddo. What do you know about them in future history?

· Note also the issue that is repeated with the Canaanites

· Joshua 17:14-15, 16, 17-18 – What is the spiritual problem posed by these people here?  Hebrews 11:6  Numbers 14:6-9, 11-12, 26-32 

· What have they learned from their ancestors and their experiences in conquering the land?   James 1:22-24   James 2:20   1 Corinthians 10:1-11   Joshua 1:9
3.  Questions/Comments?
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Chapter 18: Small Tribe, Great Blessings
Foundation Text: Deuteronomy 34:9
1. Review. Read the Foundation Text.

· Who succeeded Moses? Why?

· What mission did this man accomplish in his earlier days that showed that he had faith to lead the people into the Promised Land? 

· What was the deal with the daughters of Zelophedad and what request did they make of Joshua? 

· Where were the two allotments of land for Manasseh?

· What complaint did Ephraim make at the end of Chapter 17 with regard to their inheritance? 

· What was the irony behind this situation with regard to Ephraim which was also Joshua’s own tribe? What was real spiritual issue here?
2. Benjamin’s Destiny in the Promised Land
· Joshua 18:1-2, 3 – What is the problem? Who is Joshua fixing the blame on?
· What is the value of “fixing blame” anyway?  Proverbs 28:13
· What is the real issue holding back these people?                                                  Proverbs 26:13-16, Matthew 7:7-8
· Joshua 18:4 – What does this remind us of?  Numbers 13:1-2
· Joshua 18:5-7, 8-10 - What is the spiritual benefit of such a survey?  Joshua 1:3, Philippians 4:6

· Joshua 18:11-13, 14-15, 16 – Note this area runs to the Valley of Hinnom and along the city of the Jebusites. Do you know where this is?  (Gehenna = Hell as in Matthew 10:28)
· Joshua 18:17-18, 19-20, 21-22, 23-24, 25-28 – Note some of the interesting places in this allotment. 

· The Tribe of Benjamin was a small tribe yet it received a large and very special inheritance in the heart of the Promised Land. Why might this be?                      Genesis 35:16-20, 24, Genesis 42:4, 1 Samuel 10:21, Philippians 3:4-5
3.  Questions/Comments?
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Chapter 19-20: Final Allotments and Places of Refuge
Foundation Text: Deuteronomy 34:9
1. Review. Read the Foundation Text.

· Why was Joshua was chosen to succeed Moses? For what mission? 

· Why did God want the people of the land to be destroyed? Deuteronomy 18:9-14 

· What was the smallest of the 12 tribes of Israel?

· What important city is located within this tribe’s allotment?
· Why did the smallest tribe get such an important allotment?

· Name the two most famous members of this tribe who shared a name?

· What did each of them do that made them famous?
2. The Last of the Tribes Get their Allotments
· Joshua 19:1, 2-8, 9 – Why did Simeon get their inheritance amongst the people of Judah?

· Why might this be important in the distant future when the nation splits in two?

· Joshua 19:10-11, 12-14, 15-16 – Anything interesting in this list? 
· Joshua 19:17-23, 24-28, 29-31, 32-34, 35-39 – Chinnereth is the Old Testament name for the Sea of Galilee. When we realize that Nazareth is in the land of Naphtali and Bethlehem is in Zebulun, we can fully understand otherwise confusing prophecies like this one, Isaiah quoted in Matthew 4:12-17
· In general, why do some tribes get better allotments than others?                              Luke 19:15-19, 26  

· How should God’s people react when they feel like others are getting more blessed than they are?  1 Timothy 6:6
· Joshua 19:40-48 – The tribe of Dan was not satisfied with their small allotment and so they conquered Leshem (also called Laish) in the far north:                                        Judges 18:7-10, 29 -- While this was took place in the spirit of the conquest of Canaan in one sense, it was a place conquered outside the allotment promised to them by God – In the Book of Judges we will discover a great sin associated with this conquest by Dan!

· Joshua 19:49-51   
3. Cities of Refuge: A Type of God’s Grace and an Allotment for the Levites

· Joshua 20:1-3 – Why is there a need for such a place?  Leviticus 24:17
· Why would Leviticus 24:17 pose a problem in some cases? 

· Joshua 20:4-6 – Verse 4 is a type of what? Why would the death of the high priest clear the guilt? (Hint: Consider who the high priest represents)

· Joshua 20:7-9 – These are also cities assigned to the Levites!

4. Questions/Comments?
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Chapter 21: The Levites receive their cities
Foundation Text: Deuteronomy 34:9
1. Review. Read the Foundation Text.

· What was the secret of Joshua’s powerful leadership?

· Why did it take so long for the last of the tribes to receive their inheritance?

· What was so ironic about that?

· What tribe was not satisfied with their allotted land? What did they do about it?

· What is a “city of refuge?” Explain their purpose.

· Why the need for cities of refuge?

· Who had to die for the manslayer to be redeemed?

· How is this like the Christian life?

2. Priests among the people
· Joshua 21:1-2 – Moses had given this command in Numbers 35:2. What advantage would there be in having the Levites scattered among the other tribes?  Leviticus 6:1-7, 2 Chronicles 30:22 
· Is there a Christian equivalent to this?  1 John 1:9, 1 Timothy 3:1-2
· Joshua 21:4-5, 6-8, 9-12 – Hebron, a part of Caleb’s inheritance is given away. Why would Caleb keep “the fields and the villages” while Levites received the main city?  Deuteronomy 14:22, 28-29, Deuteronomy 26:1-4
· Joshua 21:13-19, 20-22, 23-26, 27-29, 30-33, 34-40, 41-42
· How many Levite cities were cities of refuge?  Numbers 35:6
· Joshua 21:43-45 – How might this last verse be applied to the Church?            Matthew 11:12, Matthew 6:33, Matthew 10:7-8, Matthew 28:19-20 
3. Questions/Comments?
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Chapter 22: The Bloodless Altar
Foundation Text: Deuteronomy 34:9
1. Review. Read the Foundation Text.

· Why was Joshua selected to succeed Moses? What did he have great faith for that the others lacked? What became his life mission?

· Who was the last tribe to receive their inheritance?

· How and why was this tribe scattered among the others?

· What were the six “special cities” among the Levites? Describe their purpose.

2. A Testimony to False Unity
· Joshua 22:1-3 – What is Joshua referring to here? How had they “kept their charge?”

· Joshua 22:4-6 – Why is Joshua warning these people this way? What is the very real physical barrier that will separate these three from the others?

· How is this comparable to the kind of warnings we see for believers in Christ?  Romans 16:17, Proverbs 18:1, Hebrews 10:24-25
· Why should this physical barrier NOT pose a problem? 

Galatians 3:28, Joshua 22:5

· Joshua 22:7-9, 10, 11-12 –  Discuss: This altar’s purpose, style, location and motivation for building it

· Joshua 22:13-14, 15-16, 17-18, 19-20
· Why did the building of this altar cause the other tribes to become angry?  Exodus 20:24-26, Deuteronomy 27:4-6
· Joshua 22:21-23, 24-27, 28-29 – What do you think of their explanation?
· Unfortunately, this explanation was sincere but it was also wrong, so what does that make it? 1 Samuel 15:22 
· Joshua 22:30-31 – What motivated Phinehas and the other tribes to accept this reasoning?
· This altar is an Altar of Compromise; “Altars of Compromise” are beautiful but bloodless; and they are very common in the ecumenical religious world, can you think of any?
· What were the LEGITIMATE things that held these tribes together up until now? (Hint: Re-read verses 1-5)
· Joshua 22:32-34 – This is really the beginning of the future separation of the tribes due to the problem of tribes obeying God in “sincerely wrong ways,” in open or secret rebellion and in compromising with the idol worship that was already in the land 

· Did this “Altar of Compromise” achieve its purpose? Do you know what happened to the people of this region where Gad, Reuben and the half tribe of Manasseh ended up? Where is this territory today? Luke 8:26-27, 33-35, 37
3. Questions/Comments?
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Chapter 23-24: The Long Goodbye
Foundation Text: Deuteronomy 34:9
1. Review. Read the Foundation Text.

· What was Joshua’s life mission? Did Joshua fulfill his calling?

· Is there any record of a rebellion against Joshua during his leadership reign? 
· Why do you think that was so?

· Who built the “great, impressive” altar?  Where and why?

· What was the problem with it?

· What was the compromise that the Israelites made over it? Why did they do that?

· What New Testament record do we have of the remnants of the people of Gad?

2. A Farewell Speech of Warning
· Joshua 23:1-2, 3-5, 6-9, 10-11 – Where did we see this language previously?  Joshua 1:3-7
· What does this tell us about Joshua’s leadership and convictions?  

· Joshua 23:12-13 – Note this warning – this is similar to the warning to the New Testament believer in 1 Corinthians 10:1-12
· What is Joshua’s concern? Why?

· Joshua 23:14-16 – Moses gave a similar warning to the Israelites in Deuteronomy 28:1-2, 15; Paul in 1 Corinthians 6:9-11; Jude’s in Jude 5, 20
· Why do God’s people need to be warned this way?  Matthew 7:21
3. Promises and Premonitions

· Joshua 24:1, 2-4, 5-7, 8-10, 11-13 – How is this like Paul’s warning in 1 Corinthians 10?  1 Corinthians 10:6
· Joshua 24:14-15, 16-18 – Do you detect any problem with the people’s response to Joshua?    Matthew 15:7-9,  Matthew 6:24 
· How would Joshua know if these people were giving him “lip service?”  Hint: Compare Joshua 23:12 with 2 Corinthians 6:14-18
· Joshua 24:19-20, 21, 22-23, 24-25 – Is Joshua convinced? How does this dialogue remind of some conversations we have with “believers” today?

· Joshua 24:26-28, 29-31 – Note the somewhat ominous phrase here – do you know what I am referring to? 

· What can Americans learn from Joshua’s final words as leader of God’s people?

· Joshua 24:32-33 – For further study read the Book of Judges
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