The Book of Acts Bible Survey 2011 
Secrets of the First Century Church: A Survey of the Book of Acts

Acts Chapter 1:  Christ’s Famous Last Words

1.  Introduction.  Acts 1:1-3 – Can you guess who the writer of “The Acts of the Apostles” is?

· What is “the former account?”  
· Was Luke a Jew?
2.  The Great Transition (Jesus’ leadership to the Apostles)
· Acts 1:4-5 – Where do we find this “Holy Spirit” promise? 
· Note this command to no leave until they receive this – why?  What does the Holy Spirit do for us?

· Acts 1:6-7 – How is this significant when talking about prophecy? Jesus said in the Gospels that no one knows the day or the hour of what?

· Acts 1:8 – Here the Holy Spirit is revealed as giving us what?  John 14:16-18
· These are Jesus’ last words on earth and they are about the Great Commission.  What is the Great Commission?  We do we find it in the Gospel accounts? Matthew 28:18-20
· Consider verses 6-8 together, Jesus seems to be emphasizing one thing while downplaying another, what are these two things?

· Soul-winning Tip:  Note vs. 8, who are we called to be witnesses of?
· Acts 1:9-11 – Bible Prophecy Detail Tip: Consider the details in these three verses, what “manner” is the angel talking about? 
· Last moments with the disciples – compare to:  Mark 16:19-20, Luke 24:46-53
· Acts 1:12-14 – What details about this prayer meeting emerge that might give us one of the secrets of the apostolic church?

· Acts 1:15-20 – Here are the details as to the subsequent fate of Judas. Note them. 

· In the Gospel account, what is the last thing we read about Judas?  Matthew 27:3-5
· What about these verses appears to contradict the gospel account?

· How could we reconcile this dilemma?

· Acts 1: 21-26 – Whatever happened to Matthias?

· Note the details in verses 21-22 – What are they saying is a qualification and the purpose for an apostle?

3.  Questions or comments?
Pastor Tim Moynihan
1-760-477-3901
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Secrets of the First Century Church: A Survey of the Book of Acts

Acts Chapter 2:  Characteristics of the Early Church

1.  Foundational Text: Acts 1:1-3
· Who wrote the Acts of the Apostles?  What “former account” is the author referring to here?

· What was Jesus’ last command to the Church in Acts 1?  
· What did we learn about the return of Christ in Acts 1?

2. The Secrets. 
· The First Century Church was a New Testament Church (reflecting the Gospel of Christ and the doctrine of the epistles in word and deed) and an Apostolic Church (the apostles were on the scene to shepherd it). The Book of Acts is the best example we have of the Church as Christ intended it to be. 
· The early Church was far from perfect, but its characteristics, those features that gave it its power and authority, should be the model for every Bible-believing church in the world today. We nickname these “the Secrets” because Church tradition, false doctrine and modernism have obscured them. 

· They are also called “Pentecostal Distinctives” because all Pentecostal churches are supposed to embrace these early church characteristics!
· The following eight characteristics of the New Testament, Apostolic Church were identified in Chapter 1 of the Acts of the Apostles:

1) Biblical – From the former account (Luke’s Gospel) to this one; employing scripture (Acts 1:20)

2) Apostolic -- Consisting of eyewitnesses to the risen Christ (Today=Born Again Believers)

3) Obedient – To the commands of Christ (“Tarry”, etc.)

4) Filled with the Spirit – Recognized the need for Holy Ghost Power (Acts 1:8)

5) Evangelistic – Focus on evangelism not theological speculation (Acts 1:6-8)

6) Prophetic – Prophetic scriptures understood literally (Acts 1:11, “in like manner”)

7) United in Prayer – Prayed together and for the same things (“with one accord”)

8) Weak in the Flesh – Flawed people relying on God’s power (Judas/Matthias episodes)  
3. The Power of the Spirit   

· Acts 2:1-4 – Two characteristics:

· Jesus promised the Holy Spirit in John 14:16-17         
· What was Jesus’ stated purpose for Holy Spirit power in Acts Chapter 1? (Acts 1:8)

· Acts 2:5-13 – Characteristic:          

· Should all tongues be in a known language?  I Corinthians 12:28   I Corinthians 14:2
· Acts 2:14-21 -- Characteristic:   

· Who seems to be the leader in the Church at this time?     

· What Old Testament Prophet Peter is quoting? 

· Joel 2:28-32 -- How does Peter change the original prophecy?  Why?  
· Acts 2:22-24, 25-31 – What is Peter trying to do here? What characteristics are on display?
· Acts 2:37-39, 40-41 – What do you think about the “tone” of Peter’s sermon?
· What about the results of his preaching? Blunt preaching doesn’t grow large churches but it does cause people who do respond to really get saved. The early Church was focused on quality conversions, not just numbers.
· Acts 2:42-43 – compare this to Hebrews 10:23-26
· Acts 2:44-45 – What does this mean? Isn’t this socialism?

· Acts 2:46-47 -- How often?  What is the end result of this ‘cultish behavior?’

4.  Questions and comments.
Pastor Tim Moynihan
1-760-477-3901
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Acts Chapter 3:  Miracle Ministry vs. the Social Gospel
1.  Review. Read Acts 1:1-3
· Who wrote the Acts of the Apostles?  What “former account” is the author referring to here?

· Who appeared to be in charge of the church in Acts 2? How can you tell?

· What scripture did he quote to explain speaking in tongues? 

· Did they speak in foreign tongues or were they “heard” in a foreign language?

· What sermon topic led to 3,000 being saved?

· The people shared all things in common. Was this a form of communism? Explain.

· How often did they meet for service?  How often were people added to the church?   
· The list of “secrets” (characteristics) that should never be a secret to the Christian Church:

· Biblical – From the former account (Luke’s Gospel) to this one; employing scripture (Acts 1:20)

· Apostolic -- Consisting of eyewitnesses to the risen Christ (Today=Born Again Believers)

· Obedient – To the commands of Christ (“Tarry”, etc.)

· Filled with the Spirit – Recognized the need for Holy Ghost Power (Acts 1:8)

· Evangelistic – Focus on evangelism not theological speculation (Acts 1:6-8)

· Prophetic – Prophetic scriptures understood literally (Acts 1:11, “in like manner”)

· United in Prayer – Prayed together and for the same things (“with one accord”)

· Weak in the Flesh – Flawed people; capable of error; relying on God’s power 

· Straightforward (blunt) presentation of the Gospel – that convicts (Acts 2:36-37) 

· Faithful to Fellowship (Acts 2:46) – daily!
2. A Life-changing Supernatural Gospel not a Social Gospel

· Do you know what we mean by a “social gospel?” Describe some examples if you can.
· What could be wrong with this?

· Note the final commands of Christ in Matthew 28:19-20 and Mark 16:15-20

· What is Jesus’ emphasis in ministry?

· Acts 3:1-3 – What is this man doing?

· Think about it – Jesus would have walked by him daily! Why didn’t Jesus heal him?

· Acts 3:4-5 – What does this man THINK he needs? What do people like him really need?

· Acts 3:6 – Ever feel guilty when beggars ask for money? Now you know what to say.

· Acts 3:7-8 – Note the man’s response, what does he do after getting healed?

· Acts 3:9-10 – By emphasizing the spiritual, this ministry did what?  John 3:14-15
· Acts 3:11-16 – An opportunity to preach! Think about Christian relief ministries – should they focus on helping people or take advantage of the situation to present the Gospel?

· We are called to be opportunists – we seek opportunities to witness for Christ – even if the unbelieving tell us to keep it to ourselves:  Luke 12:3 and Matthew 10:16
· Acts 3:17-23, 24-26 – What is the consistent theme of the sermons in the book of Acts?
· What do you think of the “blunt” preaching?  Did Jesus preach this way?

· Luke 13:31-32, Matthew 23:15, Matthew 23:30-33
· Name some of the “secrets” (characteristics) of the First Century church we can identify in Acts 3.
3. Questions and comments?

Pastor Tim Moynihan
1-760-477-3901
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Acts Chapter 4:  Persecution and Prosecution  

1.  Review. Read Acts 1:1-3
· Who wrote the Acts of the Apostles?  What “former account” is the author referring to here?

· The list of secrets that should never be a secret to the Christian Church:

· Biblical – From the former account (Luke’s Gospel) to this one; employing scripture (Acts 1:20)

· Apostolic -- Consisting of eyewitnesses to the risen Christ (Today=Born Again Believers)

· Obedient – To the commands of Christ (“Tarry”, etc.)

· Filled with the Spirit – Recognized the need for Holy Ghost Power (Acts 1:8)

· Evangelistic – Focus on evangelism not theological speculation (Acts 1:6-8)

· Prophetic – Prophetic scriptures understood literally (Acts 1:11, “in like manner”)

· United in Prayer – Prayed together and for the same things (“with one accord”)

· United in Giving – more than just the tithe, stewards who met the need

· Weak in the Flesh – Flawed people; capable of error; relying on God’s power 

· Straightforward (blunt) presentation of the Gospel – that convicts (Acts 2:36-37) 

· Faithful to Fellowship (Acts 2:46) – daily!
· In Acts 3, a man was healed. What were the circumstances of that miracle?  
· How should Christians be “opportunists?” How did the disciples use this opportunity?  
· How would you characterize the preaching in the early church? What were the themes?

2.  Action and Reaction
· Acts 4:1-4 – Does this initial act of persecution slow down the growth of the Church here?  

· Acts 4:5-7 – What event concerns the High Priest and the leaders here?

· Acts 4:8-9 – Peter is “filled with the Spirit” – How would this help him answer here?                   Matthew 10:18-20
· Are you surprised that the leaders are upset with Peter and John’s “good deed?” Discuss

· Can you think of a similar result to a miracle of Jesus in the Gospels? Luke 13:10-17
· How does the world react to the miracles in the Church today? 

· Acts 4:10-12 – The Holy Spirit is guiding Peter so that this situation is now an opportunity to preach Jesus Christ to them! Note verse 11, what Church characteristic is displayed here?
· Acts 4:13-14 – What are the two tokens of Christian authority and power here?

· How do those tokens play a part in Church ministry today? 

· Acts 4:15-17 – What is the problem that the High Priest has?

· What is so crazy about this way of thinking?

· Don’t think “proving something” to anyone will ever get them saved – why not?

· Acts 4:18-20 – Notice the threats. Satan’s first strategy is to do what? What should be the correct Christian response?
· Acts 4:21-22, 23-26, 27-28 – Peter is encouraging them by reminding the others that all of this was prophesied in scripture. What does that say about the whole situation?

· How should we respond to such persecution today?
· Acts 4:29-31 –How does God respond to this prayer for boldness? 

· Acts 4:32-33 – Describe some of the First Century Church characteristics here. Explain
· Acts 4:34-37 – Why would people give like this?
3. Questions and comments?
Pastor Tim Moynihan
1-760-477-3901
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Acts Chapter 5: Fear and Favor  

1.  Review. Read Acts 1:1-3
· Who wrote the Acts of the Apostles?  What “former account” is the author referring to here?

· The list of secrets that should never be a secret to the Christian Church:

· Biblical – From the former account (Luke’s Gospel) to this one; employing scripture (Acts 1:20)

· Apostolic -- Consisting of eyewitnesses to the risen Christ (Today=Born Again Believers)

· Obedient – To the commands of Christ (“Tarry”, etc.)

· Filled with the Spirit – Recognized the need for Holy Ghost Power (Acts 1:8)

· Evangelistic – Focus on evangelism not theological speculation (Acts 1:6-8)

· Prophetic – Prophetic scriptures understood literally (Acts 1:11, “in like manner”)

· United in Prayer – Prayed together and for the same things (“with one accord”)

· United in Giving – more than just the tithe, stewards who met the need

· Weak in the Flesh – Flawed people; capable of error; relying on God’s power 

· Straightforward (blunt) presentation of the Gospel – that convicts (Acts 2:36-37) 

· Faithful to Fellowship (Acts 2:46) – daily!
· There was a miracle in Acts 3 that led to Peter and John being brought before the authorities in Acts 4. What were the religious authorities most concerned about that they were doing?
· Did the authorities deny that a miracle took place? What was so twisted about their logic? 
· How did persecution affect the Church growth in Acts 4?
· What did the Church pray for in response to persecution?
· How would you describe the spirit of giving at the end of Acts 4? 
· What idea led them to give so much? 
2.  You don’t mess with the Holy Ghost!
· Acts 5:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 – What was the main issue that brought judgment on Ananias?
· This would be a tough church to be an usher at!
· Acts 5:7-8 – What is Peter trying to get her to do?  Revelation 3:19
· Acts 5:9-11 – What does it mean that they had fear here?
· What does that tell you about so-called Christians today with their many deceptions?
· How can Christians “die” today for the same kind of thing?
· Acts 5:12-16 – How might the death of Ananias and Sapphira contributed to the miracle working power of the church here?  Hebrews 12:14-17
· Acts 5:17-21, 22-25, 26-28 – What is God trying to get the authorities to realize about these Christians?
· Acts 5:29-32, 33-40 – What do you think of Gamaliel’s logic?
· What do you think of the council’s instructions in verse 40?
· Acts 5:41-42 – Why did they rejoice?  Because they were released or another reason?              James 1:2-3 
· Note the Church’s habit of meetings and worship in verse 42 – how would you describe it?
3. Questions and comments?
Pastor Tim Moynihan
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Secrets of the First Century Church: A Survey of the Book of Acts

Acts Chapter 6: Early Disciples   

1.  Review. Read Acts 1:1-3
· Who wrote the Acts of the Apostles?  What “former account” is the author referring to here?

· The list of secrets that should never be a secret to the Christian Church:

· Biblical – From the former account (Luke’s Gospel) to this one; employing scripture (Acts 1:20)

· Apostolic -- Consisting of eyewitnesses to the risen Christ (Today=Born Again Believers)

· Obedient – To the commands of Christ (“Tarry”, etc.)

· Filled with the Spirit – Recognized the need for Holy Ghost Power (Acts 1:8)

· Evangelistic – Focus on evangelism not theological speculation (Acts 1:6-8)

· Prophetic – Prophetic scriptures understood literally (Acts 1:11, “in like manner”)

· United in Prayer – Prayed together and for the same things (“with one accord”)

· United in Giving – more than just the tithe, stewards who met the need

· Weak in the Flesh – Flawed people; capable of error; relying on God’s power 

· Straightforward (blunt) presentation of the Gospel – that convicts (Acts 2:36-37) 

· Faithful to Fellowship (Acts 2:46) – daily!
· What sin did Ananias and Sapphira commit? What was their fate?
· How did this affect the church?
· What was Peter’s response to the council when told to quit preaching?  
2. Meeting Needs and Opposition

· Acts 6:1 – What is the cultural difference between the “Hebrews” and the “Hellenists?”
· What exactly is the issue here? What are some of the issues bearing on the problem? 
· Acts 6:2 – Notice the Apostles are not interested in getting involved here – Why?
· What kind of ministry is needed here and who should do it?
· Can you think of any modern example of things a pastor need not do and things he ought to do?  
· How would a pioneer pastor or missionary be an exception?
· Acts 6:3-4 – What is interesting about the qualifications for this ministry?
· God has qualifications for ministry -- Compare to 1 Timothy 3:8-13
· Discussion Points:
· Why is this ministry in Acts 6 being created? ________________________
· What is delegation? ____________________________________
· You can delegate a task but you cannot delegate your job!
· Acts 6:5-6 – And now you see why we lay hands on people when we select them to a church office -- one more qualification for leadership ministry:  I Timothy 3:6
· Acts 6:7 – Something happens to people when they get more involved – the “extra work” causes them to take responsibility for the entire work and labor for it’s success
· Acts 6:8 – Remember, Stephen is just a what?  You need to believe that God can use you in miracle ministry – even if you are a young convert with a seemingly unimportant job at the church!  Mark 16:17-18
· Acts 6:9-10, 11-12, 13-14, 15 – Why were the “Freedmen” so hostile toward Stephen?
· What were some of the elements of their strategy against him?
· How do we see this strategy at work against God’s people today?
· Who is behind this persecution?
· What did Stephen do to bring this upon himself?  2 Timothy 3:12
3. Questions and comments?

Pastor Tim Moynihan
1-760-477-3901
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Acts Chapter 7: Stephen’s Sermon   

1.  Review. Read Acts 1:1-3
· Who wrote the Acts of the Apostles?  What “former account” is the author referring to here?

· The list of secrets that should never be a secret to the Christian Church:

· Biblical – From the former account (Luke’s Gospel) to this one; employing scripture (Acts 1:20)

· Apostolic -- Consisting of eyewitnesses to the risen Christ (Today=Born Again Believers)

· Obedient – To the commands of Christ (“Tarry”, etc.)

· Filled with the Spirit – Recognized the need for Holy Ghost Power (Acts 1:8)

· Evangelistic – Focus on evangelism not theological speculation (Acts 1:6-8)

· Prophetic – Prophetic scriptures understood literally (Acts 1:11, “in like manner”)

· United in Prayer – Prayed together and for the same things (“with one accord”)

· United in Giving – more than just the tithe, stewards who met the need

· Weak in the Flesh – Flawed people; capable of error; relying on God’s power 

· Straightforward (blunt) presentation of the Gospel – that convicts (Acts 2:36-37) 

· Faithful to Fellowship (Acts 2:46) – daily!
· Why were disciples asked to perform a ministry in Acts 6?
· How does discipleship help a church and its members to grow?
· What qualifications were required of these disciples for in this particular ministry?
· Who became disturbed by Stephen’s evangelistic ministry?
· What happened when they couldn’t “resist” the wisdom and Spirit of his words?
2.  The Truth is Sharper than a Two-Edged Sword…

· Stephen preaches to the high priest – Note his grasp of the Old Testament and think about how well you know the Bible… it’s convicting…
· Acts 7:1, 2-7, 8, 9-10, 11-16, 17-19, 20-22, 23-28, 29-34, 35-36, 37-41, 42-43, 44-50, 51-53
· Consider Stephen’s audience. What is his main preaching point?

· What do you think of his grasp of the Old Testament and the theme of his message?

· How would you expect the Pharisees and Sadducees to react?  John 8:40   Galatians 4:16
· Acts 7:54, 55-56 (Side Note: a good scripture for people who deny the trinity!)
· Acts 7:57-58, 59-60 – Who was witness to all this, probably heard this entire sermon and was also “cut to the heart?”  Why will this be important later?
· What impresses you about Stephen’s final testimony among these sinners?  Luke 23:34
· I can’t wait to meet Stephen…

3.  Questions and comments?

Pastor Tim Moynihan
1-760-477-3901
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Acts Chapter 8:Persecutor and Evangelist   

1.  Review. Read Acts 1:1-3
· Who wrote the Acts of the Apostles?  What “former account” is the author referring to here?

· The list of secrets that should never be a secret to the Christian Church:

· Biblical – From the former account (Luke’s Gospel) to this one; employing scripture (Acts 1:20)

· Apostolic -- Consisting of eyewitnesses to the risen Christ (Today=Born Again Believers)

· Obedient – To the commands of Christ (“Tarry”, etc.)

· Filled with the Spirit – Recognized the need for Holy Ghost Power (Acts 1:8)

· Evangelistic – Focus on evangelism not theological speculation (Acts 1:6-8)

· Prophetic – Prophetic scriptures understood literally (Acts 1:11, “in like manner”)

· United in Prayer – Prayed together and for the same things (“with one accord”)

· United in Giving – more than just the tithe, stewards who met the need

· Weak in the Flesh – Flawed people; capable of error; relying on God’s power 

· Straightforward (blunt) presentation of the Gospel – that convicts (Acts 2:36-37) 

· Faithful to Fellowship (Acts 2:46) – daily!
· What was so impressive about the way Stephen presented the Gospel to the high priest and council? 
· What was their reaction?
· Whose example did Stephen follow in his final words? What did he say?

· Who was present at the stoning of Stephen and would have heard this sermon?

2.  Saul’s role in the persecution against the Church
· Acts 8:1 – In what way was this a good development for the Church? Luke 24:47
· Acts 8:2-3 – Saul seems to be taking the lead in this persecution.

3.  Philip’s role in pioneering evangelistic ministry
· Acts 8:4-8 – Who is Philip?  Acts 6:5
· What is interesting about the place he chose to go?  John 4:39-42
· Why do you think it was neglected by the early church leaders up until now?  John 4:9
· Where did Philip get his methods for evangelism?   Luke 9:1-2
· How do the people respond to Philip’s ministry?
· Acts 8:9-13 – Consider motives: Why would a sorcerer be interested in Philip’s ministry?
· Acts 8:14-17 – Why did Peter and John pay a visit? What did this new church need?
· How do we know the people were filled with the Holy Spirit?
· Acts 8:18-19 – What is Simon’s major blasphemous presumption here?  John 14:16-17
· Acts 8:20-23, 24-25 – Is Peter being kind of hard on Simon? What do you think of Simon’s prayer request?  Do you know the English word for a certain sin that we get from Simon’s name? 
· Acts 8:26-28 – Why do you think God would pull Philip out of this successful ministry and send him somewhere else?  Why is this witnessing event so important?

· Why is Philip hearing from God and Angels so clearly?
· Acts 8:29-33 – Do you know what scripture is being quoted here? Hint: It’s a scripture that is forbidden to be read in the synagogue today! 

· Acts 8:34-38, 39-40 – That is better than anything you see from Hollywood! Philip gets around. 

· You will, too, if you live for God!
3.  Questions and comments?

Pastor Tim Moynihan
1-760-477-3901
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Acts Chapter 9: The Damascus Road Experience   

1.  Review. Read Acts 1:1-3
· Who wrote the Acts of the Apostles?  What “former account” is the author referring to here?

· The list of secrets that should never be a secret to the Christian Church:

· Biblical – From the former account (Luke’s Gospel) to this one; employing scripture (Acts 1:20)

· Apostolic -- Consisting of eyewitnesses to the risen Christ (Today=Born Again Believers)

· Obedient – To the commands of Christ (“Tarry”, etc.)

· Filled with the Spirit – Recognized the need for Holy Ghost Power (Acts 1:8)

· Evangelistic – Focus on evangelism not theological speculation (Acts 1:6-8)

· Prophetic – Prophetic scriptures understood literally (Acts 1:11, “in like manner”)

· United in Prayer – Prayed together and for the same things (“with one accord”)

· United in Giving – more than just the tithe, stewards who met the need

· Weak in the Flesh – Flawed people; capable of error; relying on God’s power 

· Straightforward (blunt) presentation of the Gospel – that convicts (Acts 2:36-37) 

· Faithful to Fellowship (Acts 2:46) – daily!
· Where might Philip have gotten the idea to go to Samaria? (Hint: Somebody else already evangelized that area, do you remember who?)
· What kind of ministry did Philip have there? How was it received? Who came to help him and why?
· What was Simon the Sorcerer’s sin? What modern English word comes from his name?
· Who did Philip get supernaturally sent to witness to? Why Philip? What was his secret?
· What was Saul of Tarsus up to in Acts Chapter 8?
2. An encounter with God

· Acts 9:1-2 – What is Saul’s mission and plan?
· Think: What might Saul have been thinking about as he journeyed?
· Acts 9:3-5 – What does verse 5 mean?
· Acts 9:6 – How do we know that Saul has been converted here?  
· What is it Saul asks that every new convert should likewise ask?
· Acts 9:7-9 – Why did those following Saul see nothing?  John 3:3
· Acts 9:10-12, 13-14 – What teaching of Christ is Ananias about to be confronted with?                              Matthew 5:44 – Remember, the whole point of Matthew 5:44 is that some of our worst enemies will get saved because we loved them and even become great servants of God! But it doesn’t mean God won’t punish those unrepentant enemies who come against His people: Matthew 22:44
· Acts 9:15-16, 17-19 – What do the scales represent?  
· Acts 9:20-22, 23-25 – How much time did Saul take to get trained up to be a witness for Jesus?  Why do you think he has so much impact at this early stage of his salvation?
· This is why our fellowship wants new converts to start on outreach immediately!  
· Acts 9:26, 27-30 – What is so ironic about the trouble Saul finds himself in now?  2 Timothy 3:12
· Acts 9:31 – why are they at peace now? 
· Acts 9:32-35 – The scene changes and we pick up with Peter. Where was he last? Do you know where Lydda is today in modern Israel? 
· Acts 9:36-38, 39-41, 42-43 – What do you think inspired Peter to take this evangelistic tour?
· What gift of the Spirit does Peter seem to possess?  1 Corinthians 12:28
3.  Questions and comments?
Pastor Tim Moynihan
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Acts Chapter 10: Reaching the Gentiles   

1.  Review. Read Acts 1:1-3
· Who wrote the Acts of the Apostles?  What “former account” is the author referring to here?

· The list of secrets that should never be a secret to the Christian Church:

· Biblical – From the former account (Luke’s Gospel) to this one; employing scripture (Acts 1:20)

· Apostolic -- Consisting of eyewitnesses to the risen Christ (Today=Born Again Believers)

· Obedient – To the commands of Christ (“Tarry”, etc.)

· Filled with the Spirit – Recognized the need for Holy Ghost Power (Acts 1:8)

· Evangelistic – Focus on evangelism not theological speculation (Acts 1:6-8)

· Prophetic – Prophetic scriptures understood literally (Acts 1:11, “in like manner”)

· United in Prayer – Prayed together and for the same things (“with one accord”)

· United in Giving – more than just the tithe, stewards who met the need

· Weak in the Flesh – Flawed people; capable of error; relying on God’s power 

· Straightforward (blunt) presentation of the Gospel – that convicts (Acts 2:36-37) 

· Faithful to Fellowship (Acts 2:46) – daily!
· Where was Saul going and why when he had his encounter with the risen Christ?
· What was Saul probably thinking about as he journeyed along his way?
· Who did Jesus tell Saul he was persecuting?
· How do we know that Saul actually got saved at this moment? (Hint: What did he say and do that only a Christian would say or do?)
· What happened to Saul when he returned to Jerusalem? How was he received?
· Who took a chance on the new convert?  What did Saul do to prove his faith?
· Who left Samaria to journey through all parts of the country?
· What did he do when he got to Lydda and Joppa?
2. Visions for the Lost

· Acts 10:1-2 – Is it unusual for a Roman Centurion to pray to the Jewish God? Luke 7:1-5  
· Acts 10:3-8 – What caused Cornelius to obey so promptly and efficiently? Luke 7:6-10
· Acts 10:9-13, 14-16 – Why did Peter have the same vision sent to him 3 times?

· Why does Peter resist the vision the first time?  Deuteronomy 14:3, 7-8, 9-10 
· What do you think God is preparing Peter for?  Isaiah 49:6
· Acts 10:17-20, 21-23 – What cultural barrier has Peter finally broken?
· Acts 10:24-29, 30-33 – How is Peter being received here?

· Steven was stoned by the Jews, Philip was received by the Samaritans AFTER he performed miracles (and probably BECAUSE of his miracles) but the Romans receive Peter without knowing anything about him, virtually worshipping him, why? 

· Such are the differences in how different cultures receive Christian witnesses!
· Acts 10:34-38 – Peter’s ministry often puts a premium on which person in the Trinity? (vs. 38)

· Acts 10:39-43 – What New Testament Church “Secret” is evident in this preaching?

· Acts 10:44-48 – Why is this so astounding to Peter?

· Even Peter himself is stunned at his success with these Gentiles!

· Notice the order. Some people say that you need to be water baptized to be saved or that the Holy Spirit comes at water baptism, how can you prove them wrong with our text today?
3.  Questions and comments?
Pastor Tim Moynihan
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The Book of Acts Bible Survey 2011 

Secrets of the First Century Church: A Survey of the Book of Acts

Acts Chapter 11: Beyond the Borders of Judea   

1.  Review. Read Acts 1:1-3
· Who wrote the Acts of the Apostles?  What “former account” is the author referring to here?

· The list of secrets that should never be a secret to the Christian Church:

· Biblical – From the former account (Luke’s Gospel) to this one; employing scripture (Acts 1:20)

· Apostolic -- Consisting of eyewitnesses to the risen Christ (Today=Born Again Believers)

· Obedient – To the commands of Christ (“Tarry”, etc.)

· Filled with the Spirit – Recognized the need for Holy Ghost Power (Acts 1:8)

· Evangelistic – Focus on evangelism not theological speculation (Acts 1:6-8)

· Prophetic – Prophetic scriptures understood literally (Acts 1:11, “in like manner”)

· United in Prayer – Prayed together and for the same things (“with one accord”)

· United in Giving – more than just the tithe, stewards who met the need

· Weak in the Flesh – Flawed people; capable of error; relying on God’s power 

· Straightforward (blunt) presentation of the Gospel – that convicts (Acts 2:36-37) 

· Faithful to Fellowship (Acts 2:46) – daily!
· Who was the Roman Centurion who worshipped God? Was this unusual?
· What was Peter’s vision? What was it really about? Why did God repeat it three times?
· How was Peter received at the Centurion household? What happened to astound Peter?
· What was the unusual order of the two Baptisms? What does this tell us doctrinally?
2.  Outreach over the border
· Acts 11:1-3 – What is the nature of the accusation against Peter?
· How has Peter’s experience prepared him for such an accusation?
· Acts 11:4-7, 8-10, 11-15, 16-17 – Why does Peter feel compelled to tell the whole story to these Jewish accusers? Watch their reaction: Acts 11:18 – Do you think this settled it? Galatians 2:11-12
· Acts 11:19-21 – Who were the Hellenists? Why might they be so open to the Gospel?  

· Acts 11:22-24 – Why are they sending Barnabas to Antioch? 
· Acts 11:25-26 – What do you think prompts Barnabas’ decision to go get Saul?

· Why Antioch? Why does he take Saul there instead of Jerusalem?

· Why are the believers being called “Christians” at Antioch?  1 Peter 4:16
· Acts 11:27-30 – What are some New Testament Church “secrets” we see at work here?

· What kind of behavior is still prevalent in the Church here? Acts 4:32
3.  Questions and comments?
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Secrets of the First Century Church: A Survey of the Book of Acts

Acts Chapter 12: Jail and Judgment    

1.  Review. Read Acts 1:1-3
· Who wrote the Acts of the Apostles?  What “former account” is the author referring to here?

· The list of secrets that should never be a secret to the Christian Church:

· Biblical – From the former account (Luke’s Gospel) to this one; employing scripture (Acts 1:20)

· Apostolic -- Consisting of eyewitnesses to the risen Christ (Today=Born Again Believers)

· Obedient – To the commands of Christ (“Tarry”, etc.)

· Filled with the Spirit – Recognized the need for Holy Ghost Power (Acts 1:8)

· Evangelistic – Focus on evangelism not theological speculation (Acts 1:6-8)

· Prophetic – Prophetic scriptures understood literally (Acts 1:11, “in like manner”)

· United in Prayer – Prayed together and for the same things (“with one accord”)

· United in Giving – more than just the tithe, stewards who met the need

· Weak in the Flesh – Flawed people; capable of error; relying on God’s power 

· Straightforward (blunt) presentation of the Gospel – that convicts (Acts 2:36-37) 

· Faithful to Fellowship (Acts 2:46) – daily!
· What was Peter accused of in Acts 11? What story did he tell in his defense?
· What other measures did he take for accountability?
· What lessons did he learn from previous experience to prepare him for this moment?
· What kind of city was Antioch?

· What kinds of people were getting saved at the Antioch revival?
· Why did Barnabas go to Antioch? Who did he decide to bring there and why?
· What were believers called as an insult in Antioch? 
2.  Persecution, prison and the power of prayer
· Note: The king here is Herod Agrippa the First, grandson of Herod the Great. Don’t get your Herod’s confused because “Herod” is a titular family name

· Acts 12:1-4 – What motivates Herod to increase the persecution of Christians? What does this tell you about politicians? Do you see a danger in democracy here? Genesis 32:21-23
· How many soldiers does it take to guard him? Do you see hypocrisy here?

· Acts 12:5 – Note the responsibility of the Church here! James 5:17-18
· Acts 12:7-8, 8-11 – What is better than a good lawyer?

· Acts 12:12-14, 15-16 – What is the church’s problem here? Why do you think they even bothered to pray? (Compare it to one of our church prayer meetings)

· Acts 12:17 – Where is Peter going now? 
· Acts 12:18-19, 20-24 – What is being contrasted here?  Psalm 7:11-16, Matthew 16:17-18
· Acts 12:25 – do you know who John Mark is? Colossians 4:10
3.  Questions and comments?
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Secrets of the First Century Church: A Survey of the Book of Acts

Acts Chapter 13: Heeding the Call to World Evangelism    

1.  Review. Read Acts 1:1-3
· Who wrote the Acts of the Apostles?  What “former account” is the author referring to here?

· The list of secrets that should never be a secret to the Christian Church:

· Biblical – From the former account (Luke’s Gospel) to this one; employing scripture (Acts 1:20)

· Apostolic -- Consisting of eyewitnesses to the risen Christ (Today=Born Again Believers)

· Obedient – To the commands of Christ (“Tarry”, etc.)

· Filled with the Spirit – Recognized the need for Holy Ghost Power (Acts 1:8)

· Evangelistic – Focus on evangelism not theological speculation (Acts 1:6-8)

· Prophetic – Prophetic scriptures understood literally (Acts 1:11, “in like manner”)

· United in Prayer – Prayed together and for the same things (“with one accord”)

· United in Giving – more than just the tithe, stewards who met the need

· Weak in the Flesh – Flawed people; capable of error; relying on God’s power 

· Straightforward (blunt) presentation of the Gospel – that convicts (Acts 2:36-37) 

· Faithful to Fellowship (Acts 2:46) – daily!
· In Acts 12, what motivated Herod Agrippa to increase the persecution against the Church?
· Whom does Herod arrest?
· What did the Church do while this apostle was in jail? 
· Who let him out? How did the church respond to his release? 
· What happened to Herod? What happened to the Church?
2.  Missionaries at large
· Acts 13:1-3 – What kinds of people are in this church? 

· What gift ministries are in this church?  1 Corinthians 12:28
· Who is guiding the Church spiritually? What is He saying?  John 14:16-18
· What did the Church do prior to releasing these men? 2 Peter 1:10     

· Acts 13:4-5 – Do you know remember who John Mark is? Colossians 4:10
· Acts 13:6-7, 8-12 – Do you know what “Bar-Jesus” means? He is both a ____________ and a _______________ (Fill in)

· Do you notice how hard the Church leaders are in dealing with sorcerers in the book of Acts?  Why is that?  Remember Acts 8:18-23 – How does the modern church differ in this regard?

· Acts 13:13-15, 16-17 – What do you think of Paul’s evangelistic method? What early church characteristic do we see on display here?

· Acts 13:18-23, 24-25, 26-32, 33-37, 38-41 – Does this sermon sound familiar? Why?

· Acts 13:42-45 – How is this message received here? Why do you think?

· Acts 13:46-47, 48-49, 50-52 

3.  Questions and comments?
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Secrets of the First Century Church: A Survey of the Book of Acts

Acts Chapter 14: Now it happened in Iconium, Lystra, , Derbe, Perga and in Attalia   

1.  Review. Read Acts 1:1-3
· Who wrote the Acts of the Apostles?  What “former account” is the author referring to here?

· The list of secrets that should never be a secret to the Christian Church:

· Biblical – From the former account (Luke’s Gospel) to this one; employing scripture (Acts 1:20)

· Apostolic -- Consisting of eyewitnesses to the risen Christ (Today=Born Again Believers)

· Obedient – To the commands of Christ (“Tarry”, etc.)

· Filled with the Spirit – Recognized the need for Holy Ghost Power (Acts 1:8)

· Evangelistic – Focus on evangelism not theological speculation (Acts 1:6-8)

· Prophetic – Prophetic scriptures understood literally (Acts 1:11, “in like manner”)

· United in Prayer – Prayed together and for the same things (“with one accord”)

· United in Giving – more than just the tithe, stewards who met the need

· Weak in the Flesh – Flawed people; capable of error; relying on God’s power 

· Straightforward (blunt) presentation of the Gospel – that convicts (Acts 2:36-37) 

· Faithful to Fellowship (Acts 2:46) – daily!
· What kinds of people made up the Antioch church?
· Who commanded them to separate Paul and Barnabas?  What was their mission?

· Who is their first opponent when they reach the island of Paphos? What can we say about this person?  How did they handle him?

· Who departed from them at Perga?  Why?

· When they reach Antioch of Pisidia (NOT to be confused with the Antioch of their mother church, a different city), how do the Jews accept their message?  Why were the Jews “filled with envy?”
· Do you know where the cities of Acts 13 and 14 are located today? 
2.  Idolatry and Stoning, Signs and Wonders

· Acts 14:1-2 – Who is causing problems for the Church here?  

· Why those people?  Acts 13:45     Romans 11:11
· We love the Jewish people, evangelize among them and welcome them into the Church but we are not sentimental about them as Rabbinical Judaism is a false doctrine that hates the Gospel and Person of Jesus Christ. Jews have a history of undermining Christianity but since we live for Christ, we disregard hostility from the Jew and the anti-Semitism of the world because we know what Paul assures us about God’s Chosen People: Romans 11:1-5
· Acts 14:3-7 – What reaction does the Gospel get here?  What did Paul and Barnabas do to provoke these people?  2 Timothy 3:12
· Do the disciples quit preaching as a result of this?  Luke 10:8-12, Acts 13:51
· Acts 14:8-10, 11-18 – Contrast Lystra and Iconium, how is the response so different?  
· What does this tell you about human nature?
· Acts 14:19-20 – Notice the hostile, unbelieving group is following them to Lystra! How do persecutors and Christ-rejecters “follow us” today?
· Is Paul intimidated by this action?  What do you think really happened?
· Acts 14:21-23 – Notice first that Paul is willing to go back to where? And second, what is the content of the messages when he goes back to those places?
· Acts 14:24-27
3.  Questions and comments?
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Secrets of the First Century Church: A Survey of the Book of Acts

Acts Chapter 15: The First Church Conference   

1.  Review. Read Acts 1:1-3
· Who wrote the Acts of the Apostles?  What “former account” is the author referring to here?

· The list of secrets that should never be a secret to the Christian Church:

· Biblical – From the former account (Luke’s Gospel) to this one; employing scripture (Acts 1:20)

· Apostolic -- Consisting of eyewitnesses to the risen Christ (Today=Born Again Believers)

· Obedient – To the commands of Christ (“Tarry”, etc.)

· Filled with the Spirit – Recognized the need for Holy Ghost Power (Acts 1:8)

· Evangelistic – Focus on evangelism not theological speculation (Acts 1:6-8)

· Prophetic – Prophetic scriptures understood literally (Acts 1:11, “in like manner”)

· United in Prayer – Prayed together and for the same things (“with one accord”)

· United in Giving – more than just the tithe, stewards who met the need

· Weak in the Flesh – Flawed people; capable of error; relying on God’s power 

· Straightforward (blunt) presentation of the Gospel – that convicts (Acts 2:36-37) 

· Faithful to Fellowship (Acts 2:46) – daily!
· What group of people was most hostile toward the Gospel in Iconium? Why them?

· How did the Gentiles react to the healing of the man at Lystra?
· Who followed Paul to Lystra and tried to stone him to death?

· What modern country were the Churches of Acts 14 located in?

· After “making many disciples” in these cities, what did Paul and Barnabas do?
2. Unity and Division
· Acts 15:1-2 – What is the problem here? What is the problem with the “legalism” of “certain men from Judea?” Galatians 2:1-5, Galatians 5:1-4
· How do they determine to solve this? Where did they get that idea from? Matthew 18:15-17, 18-20

· Acts 15:3-5, 6-11 – What are the two main points of Peter’s argument?

· Acts 15:12-13 – Who is this man, James?  What gives him the authority to speak here as he does? 

· Acts 12:17, Galatians 1:19, James 1:1
· Acts 15:14-17, 18-21 – Isn’t verse 20 a new set of “laws” also? Why is it okay for these new “laws” to be put into place but not circumcision?  1 Thessalonians 5:22, Ephesians 5:1-7
· Acts 15:22-29, 30-35, 36-37, 38-39 – So the Jerusalem church conference comes to a successful end and Paul and Barnabas return to their home church. Which church was their home church?

· They prepare to return to the mission field but they have a dispute, what was it about?

· Why did Barnabas support taking John Mark while Paul wanted to leave him behind?

· Who was right? Do these kinds of problems happen today?  Luke 17:1
· Did Paul ever work with John Mark again?  2 Timothy 4:11 Who else is with Paul by the time that epistle is written?

· How did God use the division in Acts 15 to further the Gospel?

· Acts 15:41
3.  Questions and comments?
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Secrets of the First Century Church: A Survey of the Book of Acts

Acts Chapter 16: On the Road to Philippi   

1.  Review. Read Acts 1:1-3
· Who wrote the Acts of the Apostles?  What “former account” is the author referring to here?

· The list of secrets that should never be a secret to the Christian Church:

· Biblical – From the former account (Luke’s Gospel) to this one; employing scripture (Acts 1:20)

· Apostolic -- Consisting of eyewitnesses to the risen Christ (Today=Born Again Believers)

· Obedient – To the commands of Christ (“Tarry”, etc.)

· Filled with the Spirit – Recognized the need for Holy Ghost Power (Acts 1:8)

· Evangelistic – Focus on evangelism not theological speculation (Acts 1:6-8)

· Prophetic – Prophetic scriptures understood literally (Acts 1:11, “in like manner”)

· United in Prayer – Prayed together and for the same things (“with one accord”)

· United in Giving – more than just the tithe, stewards who met the need

· Weak in the Flesh – Flawed people; capable of error; relying on God’s power 

· Straightforward (blunt) presentation of the Gospel – that convicts (Acts 2:36-37) 

· Faithful to Fellowship (Acts 2:46) – daily!
· Why did Paul feel the need to go up to Jerusalem to meet the elders and apostles? 

· Who was the leader of the Church in Jerusalem at the time?

· Who testified on behalf of Paul and the Gentile brethren?

· What was the outcome?

· What dispute marred the missionary journey that took place after this conference?

· Why did Paul and Barnabas take opposing views?  Who was right?

· How do we know that Paul valued John Mark’s ministry at a later time?

2.  The Gospel Advance into Europe
· Acts 16:1-3 – Why, after all the debate about it in Acts 15, did Paul circumcise Timothy?

· What kind of testimony did Timothy have? In what other way would Timothy be helpful if they were going to Europe?

· Acts 16:4-5 – What does it mean that they “delivered to them the decrees to keep?”

· Acts 16:6-7 – What is happening here? How is all of history created here by the Holy Spirit?

· Why might God have wanted it to be that way?  John 12:20-21
· Acts 16:8-10 – Note the vision – Describe it.

· Acts 16:11-13, 14-15 – Think about the vision in verses 8-10, what is the irony about what they found in Philippi? Historical Consideration: Who is Philippi named after?

· Acts 16:16-18 – What is surprising about Paul’s response to this slave girl?
· Can you think of some contemporary examples of this?

· Acts 16:19-24 – What was the real problem they had with Paul’s ministry?

· What contemporary cultural centers also feel the same way?  1 John 2:15-16
· Acts 16:25-30 – What led the jailer to ask this question?
· Acts 16:31-34 – Contrast the before and after moment, what makes the difference in the mind of the jailer and the circumstances of Paul and Silas?  Matthew 5:16
· Acts 16:35-36, 37-38, 39-40 – What legal issue puts fear in the heart of these officials?

· How should we learn from Paul as to how to use our legal rights?  
3.  Questions and comments?
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Secrets of the First Century Church: A Survey of the Book of Acts

Acts Chapter 17: Preaching amongst the intellectual heathen   

1.  Review. Read Acts 1:1-3
· Who wrote the Acts of the Apostles?  What “former account” is the author referring to here?

· The list of secrets that should never be a secret to the Christian Church:

· Biblical – From the former account (Luke’s Gospel) to this one; employing scripture (Acts 1:20)

· Apostolic -- Consisting of eyewitnesses to the risen Christ (Today=Born Again Believers)

· Obedient – To the commands of Christ (“Tarry”, etc.)

· Filled with the Spirit – Recognized the need for Holy Ghost Power (Acts 1:8)

· Evangelistic – Focus on evangelism not theological speculation (Acts 1:6-8)

· Prophetic – Prophetic scriptures understood literally (Acts 1:11, “in like manner”)

· United in Prayer – Prayed together and for the same things (“with one accord”)

· United in Giving – more than just the tithe, stewards who met the need

· Weak in the Flesh – Flawed people; capable of error; relying on God’s power 

· Straightforward (blunt) presentation of the Gospel – that convicts (Acts 2:36-37) 

· Faithful to Fellowship (Acts 2:46) – daily!
· Who was the disciple that Paul and Silas picked up at Lystra?

· What mixed heritage did this disciple possess that probably made him a valuable asset on their missionary journey?

· Why did Paul feel the need to circumcise this disciple?

· Read Acts 16:11 again. Do you notice a change in the way the story is told? Why is that?

· Read Act 16:8 – based on the change here, where can we reasonably deduce that Luke joined the missionary party?

· What vision did Paul have? Who did he meet when he came to Macedonia? Why the discrepancy between the vision and its fulfillment?

· What did the slave girl do to bother Paul?

· Why were Paul and Silas arrested after her deliverance from a demon? What motivated the persecution against the two of them? What happened during their stay in prison?

· How did Paul use his legal rights to secure his release at the end of the chapter? 
2.  For the Glory of the Unknown God
· Acts 17:1-4 – What “custom” of Paul’s is described here?
· Acts 17:5-9 – What do you think of the accusation in verse 6?

· What is the accusation in verse 7? Is it true?

· Thessalonica had a wonderful testimony in the early church due to their willingness to endure persecution:  1 Thessalonians 1:6-8
· Acts 17:10-12 – How were the Bereans more “fair-minded?” 

· Acts 17:13-15 – Why is Paul singled out here? 2 Timothy 3:12  2 Corinthians 12:7-10
· Acts 17:16-17 – Why is Paul so bothered by Athens?  
· Places have spirits, remember!  Daniel 10:12-13, 20
· Acts 17:18-21 – What modern institution does this place remind you of?

· Acts 17:22-23 – Who is the Unknown God?  Romans 1:18-21, 22-25
· Acts 17:24-29 – Note the elements of this sermon. Why does Paul take this approach with these people? What is he doing in verse 28-29?
· Acts 17:30-34 – What do you think of this response to the Gospel in Athens? Notice these educated Greeks don’t do what when confronted by the Gospel? What does this say about human nature?
3.  Questions and comments?
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Secrets of the First Century Church: A Survey of the Book of Acts

Acts Chapter 18: From now on, the Gentiles   

1.  Review. Read Acts 1:1-3
· Who wrote the Acts of the Apostles?  What “former account” is the author referring to here?

· The list of secrets that should never be a secret to the Christian Church:

· Biblical – From the former account (Luke’s Gospel) to this one; employing scripture (Acts 1:20)

· Apostolic -- Consisting of eyewitnesses to the risen Christ (Today=Born Again Believers)

· Obedient – To the commands of Christ (“Tarry”, etc.)

· Filled with the Spirit – Recognized the need for Holy Ghost Power (Acts 1:8)

· Evangelistic – Focus on evangelism not theological speculation (Acts 1:6-8)

· Prophetic – Prophetic scriptures understood literally (Acts 1:11, “in like manner”)

· United in Prayer – Prayed together and for the same things (“with one accord”)

· United in Giving – more than just the tithe, stewards who met the need

· Weak in the Flesh – Flawed people; capable of error; relying on God’s power 

· Straightforward (blunt) presentation of the Gospel – that convicts (Acts 2:36-37) 

· Faithful to Fellowship (Acts 2:46) – daily!
· What was it like for Paul at Athens? Why did it bother Paul so much?

· What kind of people were there?  Were they open to the Gospel? Did many believe?

· Who is the Unknown God worshipped at Athens?

· What approach did Paul use to present the Gospel to the Athenians?
2.  Pioneering at Corinth

· Acts 18:1-3 – Why was Paul working a secular job here?  What trade was it? 
· This is why working pastors call their secular job a “tent-making” job! 
· This is one of the prices that must be paid to pioneer a new work for God: Acts 20:33-35
· How do you think Paul felt about this need to work?  1 Corinthians 9:5-6, 14
· Acts 18:4-7 – What strategy is Paul still using here in Corinth? Was he going to keep using this strategy?  What did Paul do to prove his point? (vs. 7)
· Acts 18:8-11 – Why did Paul need this vision?
· Acts 18:12-16 – What is a proconsul? What did the proconsul think of these religious disputes? 
· Acts 18:17 – What are these Greeks doing here?
· Acts 18:18-23 – What vow did Paul take?  Numbers 6:1-5
· What is the purpose of the journey in verses 19-23?  What is the destination?
· Acts 18:24-26, 27-28 – This is a good picture of discipleship by two church members, the couple Aquila and Priscilla. What is Apollos’ ministry?  Ephesians 4:11-13
· Apollos has a wonderful destiny in Corinth: 1 Corinthians 3:6
3.  Questions and comments?
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Secrets of the First Century Church: A Survey of the Book of Acts

Acts Chapter 19: Adventures in Ephesus
1.  Review. Read Acts 1:1-3
· Who wrote the Acts of the Apostles?  What “former account” is the author referring to here?

· The list of secrets that should never be a secret to the Christian Church:

· Biblical – From the former account (Luke’s Gospel) to this one; employing scripture (Acts 1:20)

· Apostolic -- Consisting of eyewitnesses to the risen Christ (Today=Born Again Believers)

· Obedient – To the commands of Christ (“Tarry”, etc.)

· Filled with the Spirit – Recognized the need for Holy Ghost Power (Acts 1:8)

· Evangelistic – Focus on evangelism not theological speculation (Acts 1:6-8)

· Prophetic – Prophetic scriptures understood literally (Acts 1:11, “in like manner”)

· United in Prayer – Prayed together and for the same things (“with one accord”)

· United in Giving – more than just the tithe, stewards who met the need

· Weak in the Flesh – Flawed people; capable of error; relying on God’s power 

· Straightforward (blunt) presentation of the Gospel – that convicts (Acts 2:36-37) 

· Faithful to Fellowship (Acts 2:46) – daily!
· Why did Paul work a secular job at Corinth?  What was his trade?

· Paul had a vision at Corinth, what was it? Why did God give Paul that vision?

· Who did the Greeks go to for judgment about Paul’s ministry? What was that man’s response?

· Who was beat up “before the judgment seat (courthouse)?”

·  After Paul left Corinth, where did he go? What was his mission?

· Who was Apollos and who helped disciple him?
2.  Doctrines of Baptism
· Acts 19:1-2 – Who were these disciples?  Disciples of who?   What were they ignorant about?

· Acts 19:3-5 -- Why do you think they were ignorant of that doctrine? 
· John 1:25-28, 29-34 – Note the two types of baptism and the contrast between John and Jesus
· What is the difference between the water baptism of John and Jesus? 1 Peter 3:21, Mark 16:16
· So why do you think these Disciples of John needed to be re-Baptized? Matthew 28:19-20 

· Acts 19:6-8 – Why is it logical for them now to exercise these gifts of the Holy Spirit? Mark 16:17
· Acts 19:9-10, 11-12 – When they were kicked out of the synagogue, where did they end up? 
· Note how much time is covered here in Ephesus. 

· Don’t try this without Jesus -- Acts 19:13-17 – What was the mistake of these exorcists?  (Hint: Remember Mark 16:17) 2 Timothy 3:5
· Acts 19:18-20 – Note the radical ministry here – does it “scare people away” from Jesus?
3.  Diana Worship and the Curse of Idolatry 
· Acts 19:21 – Note: Where is God putting it on Paul’s heart to go?

· Acts 19:22 – What are Timothy and Erastus going to do?  Where in Asia is Paul?

· Acts 19:23-27 – What is the real motive behind much persecution? Luke 16:14
· Covetousness and idolatry always go together – Why?  1 Timothy 6:10
· Acts 19:28-29, 30-32, 33-34 – Psychologically this says a lot about the vast multitude of people in the world – do they even know why they are all coming to the theater here?
· Most people who oppose Christianity are like these people – they get swept up by the “crowd!”

· What did Jesus have to say about “the multitude?”  Matthew 9:36, Matthew 7:13-14

· Acts 19:35-38, 39-41 – What is the legal argument of the city clerk? What do you think of it?

· Do you see a pattern here? Most government officials are unconcerned about religious arguments!
4. Questions and comments?
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Secrets of the First Century Church: A Survey of the Book of Acts

Acts Chapter 20: Departure from Ephesus
1.  Review. Read Acts 1:1-3
· Who wrote the Acts of the Apostles?  What “former account” is the author referring to here?

· The list of secrets that should never be a secret to the Christian Church:

· Biblical – From the former account (Luke’s Gospel) to this one; employing scripture (Acts 1:20)

· Apostolic -- Consisting of eyewitnesses to the risen Christ (Today=Born Again Believers)

· Obedient – To the commands of Christ (“Tarry”, etc.)

· Filled with the Spirit – Recognized the need for Holy Ghost Power (Acts 1:8)

· Evangelistic – Focus on evangelism not theological speculation (Acts 1:6-8)

· Prophetic – Prophetic scriptures understood literally (Acts 1:11, “in like manner”)

· United in Prayer – Prayed together and for the same things (“with one accord”)

· United in Giving – more than just the tithe, stewards who met the need

· Weak in the Flesh – Flawed people; capable of error; relying on God’s power 

· Straightforward (blunt) presentation of the Gospel – that convicts (Acts 2:36-37) 

· Faithful to Fellowship (Acts 2:46) – daily!
· The Disciples of John in Acts 19 are ignorant about what doctrine?
· What was wrong with their water baptism that required their re-baptism?

· What does it mean to be baptized “in the name of the Lord Jesus?”

· What happened to the Seven Sons of Sceva?  Why?

· What did the Ephesus saints do with their ungodly magic books that we should emulate?

· Why were the silversmiths so mad about Paul’s position on Diana Worship?

· What did the City Clerk think about those people who filed a complaint against Paul?

2.  Church Service and Sermons on the way back to Jerusalem
· Acts 20:1-3 – What causes Paul to change his plans? Who is Paul on the run from? 

· Note the amount of time covered in this passage. 

· Acts 20:4-6 – Note who is now traveling with Paul. What do you observe about this group?

· Note the time needed to travel in those days! 
· Acts 20:7-8 – What day of the week are they meeting for service? What does this suggest about the early church’s attitude toward meeting on the Sabbath (Saturday)?  John 20:1   Revelation 1:10   

       1 Corinthians 16:2   Romans 14:5-6    Galatians 4:9-10
· Acts 20:9-12 – Why did this young man fall down? Why did God heal him?

· What is the main element of this church service?  2 Timothy 4:2

· Acts 20:13-16 – Who do we know is traveling with Paul at this time?
· Acts 20:17-21, 22-27 – What is Paul’s attitude about the negative “Word of Knowledge” he keeps getting as he travels toward Jerusalem?   Philippians 3:13-14   Philippians 4:6-8, 12-13
· Acts 20:28-31, 32-35, 36-38 – What are the two main points Paul makes as he closes his farewell speech?  Why are the people so sure they will never see Paul again?
3. Questions and comments?
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Secrets of the First Century Church: A Survey of the Book of Acts

Acts Chapter 21: The Journey to Jerusalem
1.  Review. Read Acts 1:1-3
· On what day of the week did Christians gather for service in Acts Chapter 20?

· Why not “the Sabbath?”

· What was the attitude of the city clerk (and other local government officials) about the Jewish and Greek complaints against Paul’s ministry?

· What “negative prophecy” did Paul keep getting wherever he visited with other Christians?

· What seemed to be his attitude about it? 

2.  Churches and Believers wherever they go 

· Acts 21:1-2 – Who do we know is traveling with Paul here?

· Acts 21:3-4, 5-7 – What does Paul keep hearing wherever he goes? 

· Who do they keep finding wherever they go?  What do they seem to do whenever they get ready to depart again? 1 Thessalonians 5:17
· Acts 21:8-14 – Women, take note: What is the ministry of Phillip’s daughters? 1 Corinthians 12:28
· Remember, years have gone by since we last heard about Phillip, what does this say about his family and his ministry? 1 Timothy 3:1, 4-5
· What have Paul’s followers finally come to realize about the Will of God?  Matthew 16:24-25
· Acts 21:15-19, 20-22, 23-25 – What controversy is still raging among the Jewish followers of Christ?
· Galatians 2:1-3, 11-14
· What was this vow he is referring to here? Numbers 6:2, 5  
· Why is he asking Paul to help these four men fulfill their vow?  Acts 18:18
· Acts 21:26-29, 30-32 – Does this incident sound familiar? It is ironic that wherever Paul (a “Pharisee of Pharisees” according to his own testimony) goes he is physically assaulted by Jews!
· Acts 21:33-36 – Also ironically, who always seems to come to Saul’s rescue during these attacks?

· Acts 21:37-40 – Paul seemed to have favor with Gentile officials, this may be why God is sending him to Rome – it is his calling! Next week, Paul’s speech…
3. Questions and comments?
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Secrets of the First Century Church: A Survey of the Book of Acts

Acts Chapter 22: Paul’s Jerusalem Testimony
1.  Review. Read Acts 1:1-3
· In Acts 21, Paul was compelled by the spirit of God to journey to where?  

· What kind of Holy Spirit inspired words of prophecy did Paul receive along the way?

· How did Paul react to their warnings and what did they learn from Paul’s attitude?

· What was the ministry of Phillip? What about his daughters?

· When Paul arrives in Jerusalem, what doctrinal controversy is he confronted with again?

· What did he do to prove that he was not opposed to the religious customs of the Jews?

· What false accusation was made against him? 
· Who came to his rescue when the riot starts?

· Paul’s motto (It seems): Riot or revival, we are going to have one or the other!

2.  An opportunity to testify  

· Acts 22:1-2 – Where is Paul at this moment? Who is he speaking to?

· Acts 22:3 -- Who is Gamaliel? Acts 5:34  Why is this so significant?

· Acts 22:4-5 – What is Paul doing and where is he going with this? Acts 18:5 

· What should we be ready to do at all times? 1 Peter 3:15-17 
· What is so powerful about this part of Paul’s testimony?

· Acts 22:6-10 – What is so important about Paul’s testimony here in verse 10?                                                   John 14:15, Matthew 7:21
· Acts 22:11-16 – Note: In this version of Paul’s testimony (in contrast to Acts 9) we see that Paul received his calling to preach the Gospel as a missionary during his first weeks as a new Christian. 
· Acts 22:17-21, 22-24– Paul was rejected by Jerusalem this time, just as he was last time he preached there! In this way, Paul and all persecuted Christians, are just like Jesus:                                               Matthew 10:14, Matthew 13:57 
· Acts 22:25-29 – What is Paul doing with his legal rights?
· Acts 22:30 – Notice the difference in procedures: What do you see are the advantages of being a Roman citizen when it comes to a legal matter?

· Whose side does secular law usually take in such matters?  Romans 13:1-5 

· What kinds of governments would be the exception to this rule of law principle? 

3. Questions and comments?
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Secrets of the First Century Church: A Survey of the Book of Acts

Acts Chapter 23: The Trial at Jerusalem
1.  Review. Read Acts 1:1-3
· In Acts 22, Paul gets to give his testimony in a very public place. Where was it and who was in the audience?   

· Who was Paul’s former Jewish teacher in Jerusalem? Why was this important to establish?

· What was the reaction of the Jewish crowd to Paul’s testimony? 

· How did the Roman soldiers decide they were going to get the “truth” out of Paul?

· What stopped the Romans from carrying it out? (Hint: What did they find out about Paul?)

· What advantages did Paul gain by claiming his legal rights?

2.  Man’s Legal Actions versus the Will of God  

· Acts 23:1-3 – Paul can’t even begin his legal defense without being hit! Notice: What is the first thing Paul uses to protect his rights? 
· What insult does Paul uses here?  Is that Christ-like?  Matthew 23:27-28  

· Acts 23:4-5 – What is the irony here?  Do you believe Paul’s statement that he did not recognize the high priest?  Discuss your answer.

· Paul is quoting the law: Exodus 22:28
· Acts 23:6-8, 9-10 – What do you think of Paul’s divide and conquer strategy? What do you think of the way these two opposing groups come together to persecute Paul? Amos 3:3

· Can you think of another story in the Bible where two enemies became friends by agreeing to join together to persecute Christianity?  Luke 23:12

· And who come to Paul’s rescue again? 
· Acts 23:11 – Jesus does, indeed, strengthen us!  John 14:18
· Acts 23:12-15, 16-19, 20-22 – Who are now Paul’s allies for protection? Why?

· Acts 23:23-24, 25-30, 31-35 – How are these Roman officials and soldiers unwittingly being used to fulfill the Will of God?  Paul is fulfilling Christ’s prophecy in Matthew 10:16-18  
· Can you see some situations that were set up by God to facilitate Paul being aloud to go to Rome?  Name and discuss them  
· Consider: What would have happened to Paul had he not been allowed to leave Jerusalem?

· What is ironic about the people who seem to be persecuting Paul the most? (Hint: This is the same problem we see today when we outreach)  John 16:2, 1 John 2:18-19  
3. Questions and comments?
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Secrets of the First Century Church: A Survey of the Book of Acts

Acts Chapter 24: At the County Courthouse
1.  Review. Read Acts 1:1-3
· In Acts 23, Paul has his trial in front of the Jewish council. Who had him struck on the face in violation of the law?   

· How did Paul react to that?  Who was he imitating?  

· How did Paul react when he realized who it was?

· How does Paul cause a division between the two parties of the Sanhedrin (Jewish council)? 

· Which group seemed to favor Paul’s doctrinal points?

· Describe the plot against Paul. How did he find out about it?

· What group ending up becoming Paul’s guardians as he is led to see the governor?

2.  Paul’s Trial at the hands of Felix  

· Acts 24:1-4 – What do you think about Tertullus’ opening remarks? Does it reveal anything about Felix?
· Acts 24:5-9 – What specific illegal act is Paul accused of here? 
· Does this remind you of another trial somewhere else where similar false charges were made?

· Luke 23:1-2,  1 Peter 2:12, 15
· What do you think of the statement about Lysias?

· Acts 24:10-13, 14-16 – Note the last verse, this is our goal in all of our conduct with both the saved and the lost as Jesus said in Matthew 10:16
· Acts 24:17-21, 22-23 – Why is Felix lenient to Paul?  John 19:4-5
· Acts 24:24-25, 26, 27 – What do you think about Felix?  What are the hidden motives of Felix’s heart?  Name the three issues that hold Felix back from doing right?

· James 4:14, 17  
 - ____________________________
· 1 Timothy 6:10          
 - ____________________________
· Matthew 10:28
              - ____________________________

3. Questions and comments?
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Secrets of the First Century Church: A Survey of the Book of Acts

Acts Chapter 25: The Appeal to Caesar
1.  Review. Read Acts 1:1-3
· In Acts 24, who was the Roman governor at Caesarea that the Jewish high priest and elders tried to bring charges to against Paul?
· What was the basic charge against Paul? What was Paul’s basic defense?

· Did Felix really care about the religious arguments of the Jews? 

· What did Felix and his wife do later?  What was her name?
· What were the two main reasons Felix continued to listen to Paul’s preaching yet still would not get saved?
· Why else did Felix keep Paul in prison?  And at the end of Acts 24, for how long? 
2.  Yet another day in court…  

· Acts 25:1-3 – What strikes you about this last verse?  Remember the vow to kill Paul in Acts 23? How much time has elapsed?  What does this say about the Jews?  John 16:2, Psalm 64:1-4
· Acts 25:4-6 – This is basically a repeat of the scene in Acts 24. What does this tell you about Roman justice?  
· Acts 25:7-8, 9 – What problem do we see repeating itself here? Why is that?  Matthew 10:28
· Acts 25:10-12 – Why did Paul appeal to Caesar?  How did he see the trial ending up had he not done so?  Why does Festus agree so quickly to grant Paul’s appeal? 

· Acts 25:13-16, 17-20, 21-22 – Consider:

· What do you think about Roman justice? What is its flaw?  James 2:6-7
· Festus is a fair-minded but left with an open case to judge, why did he want Paul to go up to Jerusalem (vs. 18-20)?  
· Who are King Agrippa and Bernice? Why might they be interested to hear Paul?  

· Acts 25:23-24, 25-27 – What is Festus’ dilemma? How does his invitation to King Agrippa show Festus’ fair-mindedness?  
3. Questions and comments?
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Secrets of the First Century Church: A Survey of the Book of Acts

Acts Chapter 26: The Testimony
1.  Review. Read Acts 1:1-3
· In Acts 25, who was the Roman governor at Caesarea that the Jewish high priest and elders tried to bring charges to against Paul?

· How long did Paul wait for his re-trial in front of different Roman governors?

· What was the main reason the two Roman governors held Paul for so long?

· Who did Paul appeal to in his case?

· Who were Agrippa and Bernice?

· Why did Festus ask them to come hear Paul’s testimony?

2.  Paul’s Message to the Court  

· Acts 26:1, 2-3 – Why is King Agrippa such a good ruler to consider Paul’s case?  
· Acts 26:4-8 – Why is Paul emphasizing his Jewish roots?

· What basic Jewish theological position is Paul taking here? Hint: It was the same one he used to divide the Pharisees and the Sadducees.  Acts 23:6
· Can you see how Paul is using Jewish doctrine as a starting point to present the Gospel to Agrippa?

· Acts 26:9-11 – Why did Paul’s religious faith make him even more eager to persecute Christians? John 16:2
· Acts 26:12-14 – What does this have to do with Paul’s legal case?                                                           1 Peter 3:15, Matthew 10:18-20
· Where does it say that Paul is “knocked off his horse” when he meets Christ?
· What does it mean “to kick against the goads?”
· Acts 26:15-18, 19-20, 21-23 – Paul is receiving his calling. Note verse 19 and compare to                       2 Peter 1:10 

· Acts 26:24-27, 28, 29 – Compare and contrast the two different responses of Festus and Agrippa. Try to explain them. 1 Corinthians 1:18, Acts 2:13  
· Acts 26:30-32 – Do you think Festus really would have let Paul go had he not appealed to Caesar? Remember the motives for holding him! 

· What is Paul determined to do?  

3. Questions and comments?
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Secrets of the First Century Church: A Survey of the Book of Acts

Acts Chapter 27: Adventure on the Sea
1.  Review. Read Acts 1:1-3
· The Book of Acts is the sequel to which Gospel account?

· In Acts 26, Paul shares his Christian testimony with two rulers, who were they?

· Why was Paul happy that the governor invited the second ruler?

· Paul said he “was not disobedient to the heavenly vision,” what does that mean?
· What was Paul specifically called to do when he was converted to Christ?

· What was the response of the two leaders to Paul’s testimony? 

· Why were their responses different?

· What was the governor’s final decision on this case?

2.  In Storms on the Sea  

· Acts 27:1-2 – Who is the “we” in this story? Why do you think Paul is allowed to bring friends?

· Acts 27:3 – Do you know where Sidon is? Why was Paul allowed to visit his friends?

· Who were these friends?  Mark 3:7-8,  Mark 7:24-26
· Acts 27:4-6, 7-8 – Crete would soon have a church of its own: Titus 1:5
· Acts 27:9-10 – What do you think it means by “the Fast already over?” Leviticus 23:26-32
· Acts 27:11-12 – Why didn’t the Centurion listen to Paul?  Proverbs 16:25
· Acts 27:13-15, 16-17, 18-20, 21-26 – What is Paul doing while others are freaking out? Philippians 4:6-7
· Acts 27:27-29 – What is ironic about this verse?

· Acts 27:30-32 – What are the sailors trying to do?  2 Timothy 1:7
· Acts 27:33-38 – What is Paul literally doing here?  Luke 22:19
· Acts 27:39-40, 41-42 -- Why kill the prisoners?  Acts 16:27
· Acts 27:43-44 – Why did the Centurion want to spare Paul?  Acts 26:30-31
· This adventure on the sea becomes one of the most valuable elements of Paul’s testimony of Christian Service. 2 Corinthians 11:23-28 

· Why should we value difficult times and fearful or challenging moments in ministry?                        2 Corinthians 12:6-10
3. Questions and comments?
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Secrets of the First Century Church: A Survey of the Book of Acts

Acts Chapter 28: The Incomplete Record
1.  Review. Read Acts 1:1-3
· Who wrote the Book of Acts?

· The Book of Acts is divided into two parts, what are they? How do we know where the change takes place?
· In Acts 27, Paul visits some “friends” in Sidon. Where is Sidon? Who were these people?

· What island did they approach next that would soon have a Church? Which epistle is written to the Pastor of that future place?

· When do you think Paul even got the idea to send a missionary pastor there?

· Why don’t the sailors and soldiers take Paul’s advice during the storm?

· What did Paul do during the storm while the others freaked out?

· How many were killed during the shipwreck disaster?

· How did this sea disaster give Paul credibility in the ministry?
2.  Not the end of the story
· Acts 28:1-3, 4-6 – What is ironic about the contrasting ways the natives judge Paul’s character in light of this snake bite incident? 
· What does this tell us about human judgment?  1 Samuel 16:7 
· Why did this snake bite hurt Paul? Mark 16:17-18
· Acts 28:7-10 – Explain how this incident illustrates why we do healing crusades and pray for the sick publicly.
· Acts 28:11-12, 13-15 – This text is a wonderful picture of first century travel in Italy. Who are these “brethren” who meet Paul at Puteoli and then on the road to Rome?  Romans 1:7, 11-15 
· So considering Romans 1:12, how did these brethren encourage Paul in Acts 28:15?  
· Acts 28:16 – Why does Paul get special treatment? One do you think was one of the hazards of duty faced by a soldier guarding Paul?
· Acts 28:17-18, 19-20, 21-22 – How is Paul creating an opportunity to preach to the Jews in Rome?
· Acts 28:23-24 – What is unusual about this witnessing opportunity? “Who” is setting this up so that Paul can evangelize while in is chains?
· Who is watching this everyday and hearing the gospel preached all day from morning ‘til evening?  Who is the real prisoner and who is the free man here?  John 8:32, 36   

· Paul literally has a “captive” audience!
· Acts 28:25-29 – Paul is quoting Isaiah, the prophet, but who else is he quoting? 

· Matthew 13:13-15 – Just to show how stubborn the unbelieving Jews could be consider when Jesus quoted that scripture, who was He talking to?
· Acts 28:30-31 – Why is the Book of Acts an unfinished book?

· Do you know what happened to Paul after these events?
3. Questions and comments?
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